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dier and Communion, ſeemed eafily reconciliable, where. 
u Spirit. of Love, and of a ſound Mind was at Work. 
But how ſhort was the Calm? For quickly aroſe a greater 


been rather in Practice than Principle about le where 


higher Points, even on no leſs than the Doctrine of he 


ing of Dr. Criſp's Book gave the firſt Riſe to it. But, 


| it ended. What can be the Reaſon why the very Par- 


ſo alarmed with Arminianiſin, as may be read in HitoY 
ry, and is remembred by old Men; and that now for af 


if Arminzaniſm were dead and buried, and no Man 
knows where its Grave is? Is not the true Reaſon to be 
found in its univerſal prevailing in the 1 
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LETTER from a Miniſter, Sc. 


or 
— 


Jo, Ne OUR carneſt Defire of Information about 
"Ma ſome, Difference amongſt Nonconformiſts ink 
— 7 7 London, whereof you hear ſo much by fx 
ing Reports, and profeſs you know fo little 
of the Truth thereof, is the Cauſe of this 
1 C 5 2 
You know, that not many Months ago there was a fair 
like Appearance of Unity betwixt the two muſt confideM 


rable Parties on that Side; and their Differences having 


[ 
7 


Storm from another Quarter, and a Quarrel began upon 


Grace of God in Feſus Chriſt, and the Juſtification off 
a Sinner by Faith alone. Some think that the reprint 


we muſt look further back for its true Spring. It is well 
known, but little confidered, what a great Progreſs Ar- 
minianiſm had made in this Nation before the Begin4 
ning of the Civil War: And ſurely it hath loft little fince} 


lizaments in the Reign of James I. and Charles I. were 
long Time there hath been no Talk, no Fear of it; 44g 


Nation? 
A 2 e | | 


6 


, EE: 
But that which concerneth our Caſe, is, That the 


middle Way betwixt the Armzenzans and the Orthodox, 


ad been eſpouſed, and ſtrenouſiy defended ang ꝓromot- 

ed by ſome Noncanſormiſt i, of great Note for ty and 
Parts, (and uſually fuch Men that are for middle Ways 
n Points of Dockrine, have a greater Kindneſs for that 

xtream they go half Way to, than for that which they 


go half Way from.) And the Notions thereof were im- 
ibed by a great many Students who laboured (through 
the Iniquity of the Times) under the great Diſadvan- 
tage of the Want of grave and ſound Diving ta direct 
5 aſſiſt their Studies at Univerſities ; and, therefors 
contented themſelves with ſtudying ſuch Bagh Aw 
thors as had gone in a Path untrod, both byſſpur Prede- 
cefors, and by the Proreſt ant Unzmerſitigs abragy EE 7 

? Theſe Notious have been preach'd, and wrote Aga inſt, 

by ſeveral Divine amongſt themſelves; and the dif- 
ferent Opinions have been, till of late, managed with 
ſome Moderation, to which our being all born, down by 


Perſecution, did ſomewhat contribute 

It is a fad; but true Obſervation, Phat 0 Content: 

p25 are more eaſily li ndled, more fieroely* purſued; ans 

amore hardly compoſed, than thoſe of. Divine; forme = 

times from their Zeal for Truth, and ſometimes: from 

Worſe Principles, that may act in them, as well as in 

The Subject of the Controverſy is about the Ju 

Grace of Godin Feſus Chriſt. Owned it is by both, and both — 

ear it beiabuſed, either by turning it into Wantonneſs; 5 

bpence the Noiſe of Autinomianiſimn; or by corrupting it 

rich the mixture of Works; Hence the Fears on the 

| Forher fide of Arminiamſm. Both Parties diſown the 

| Name caſt upon them: The one ꝙill not be called Ar. 

| minigus, and the other hate borh Name and Thing of 

Ce Antinomianiſm truly ſo called: Both ſometimes ſay the 

tame Thing, and profeſs their Aſſent to the Doctrina“, 
Articles of the Church of England, to the Confeſſion. of 


Faiih and Cateabiſius com poſed at Meſtmiuſter, and to 
the Harmon of the Confeſions of all the Reformed _, | 
Churches, in theſe Doctgige Grace. And if both be 
de eee ee 


| | SO; | Z 7 
candid in this Profeſſion, it is very ſtrange that there 
ſhould be any Controverſie amongſt them. 2 
Let us therefore, firſt, take a View of the Partie, 
and then of their Principles. As to to the Party ſu- 
ſpected of Anrinomianiſm, and Lilertiuiſm, ( in this ! 
Giry)-it is plain, That the Churches wherein they are 
concerned, are more ſtrict and exact in trying of them 


N 


that offer themſelves nnto their Communion, as to their y 
Faith, and Holineſs, before their admittting them; in 
the Engagements laid on them to a Gofpel-walking at 
their Admiſſion, and in their Infpection over them aiter-| 
wards. As to their Converſations, they are generally of 
the more Regular, and exact Frame, and the Fruits of 
Holinefs in their Lives, to the Praiſe of God, and Ho- 
nour of the Goſpel, cannot with Modeſty be denied. Is, 
it not unaccountable, to charge a People with Licenti- 
ouſneſs, when the Chargers cannot deny, and ſome can- 
not well bear the Strictneſs of their Walk ? It iscommon-g 
ly ſaid, That it is only their Principles, and the Tenden- 
cy of them to looſe Walking, that they blame. But 
(waving that at preſent) it ſeems not fair to charge a People 
with Licentious Doctrines, when the Profe ſſors thereof 

Are approved of for their Godlineſs, and when they do 
fincerely profeſs, that their Godlineſs begun with, and 3 
promoted by the Faith of their Principles. Let it not 
55 miſtaken, if I here make a Compariſon betwixt Papiſti 
and Proteſtants. The latter did always profeſs theg 
Doctrine of Juſtifcation by Faith alone. This wa 
Blaſphemy in the Papiſts Ears. They ſtill did, and 
do cry out againſt it, as a Licentious Doctrine, and de- 
ſtructive of good Works. Many ſufficient Anſwers have 

been given into this unjuſt Charge. But to my Purpoſe| 
the Wonder was, that the Papzſts were not connec 
by the ſplendid Holmeſs of the Old Believers, and bi 
the Viſible Truth of their holy Practice, and their prof 
feſſing, that as long as they lived in the Blindneſs and 
Darkneſs of Popery, they were profane, and that as fool 
as God revealed the Gofvel to them, and had wronght it 
them the Faith thereof, they 5 ſanctified, and le 

other Lives. So witneſſed the Noble Lord Cobham 
Who ſuffered in K. Henry the 57þ his Time, above a 


108 


1 
* 7. 


100 Years before Znther. His Words at his Exami- 
nation before the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and his 
Clergy, were theſe Ar for that Pertuous Man, Wick- 
$11, (for with his Doctrine he was charged ) whoſe Judęg- 
ment ye ſo highly diſdain, I ſhall ſay of my part, both 
before God and Man, that before I knew that deſpiſed = 
Doctrine of his, I never abſtained from ſm; but ſince 
T learned therein to fear my Lord God, it bath other- 

e, I truſt, been with me. So much Grace could I © 


F Martyrs, Vol. 1. p. 640. Col. 2. Edit. 1664. And 
aince I am on that excellent Book, I intreat you to read 
Mr. Patrick Hamilton's little Treatiſe, to which Frith 
doth preface, and Fox doth add ſome Explication, Vol. 
12. P. 181. top. 192. where ye will find the old plain 
Proteſtant Truth about Law and Goſpel, delivered with- 
lout any School-Terms. To this, add in your reading, in 


never find in all your glorious Inſtruftions, Fox's Hook | 


the ſame Vol. 2. p. 497. to p. 509. Hereſies and Errors 


pap charged on Tindal's Writings, Where ye will 
{ſee the Old Faith of the Saints in its Simplicity, and 
the Old Craft and Cunning of the 23 Party, 
in ſlandering the Truth. 1 muſt, for my Part, confeſs, 
That theſe plain Declarations of Goſpel- Truth, have 2 
quite other Savour with me, than the dry inſipid 
1 thereof, given by Pretenders to humane Wiſ- 
om. e 


1 But paſſing theſe things, let us look to Principels, and VE 


Jon Sanctification. And I am willing, that that ſhould de- 
termine the Matter, next to the Conſonancy of the Princi- 
ples themſelves to the Word of God. It can be no Doctrine 

Jof God, that is not according to Godlineſs. Some think, 

hat if Good Works, and Holineſs, and Repentance, be 
Allowed no room in Juſtification, that there is no room 
Meft for them in the World, and in the practice of Believ- 
Ers. So hard ſeems it to be to ſome, to keep in their Eye 
Fhe certain fixed Bounds betwixt Juſtification and Sanctiſi- 
Fation. There is no difference betwixt a Juſtified and 

& SanQtified Man; for he is always the ſame Perſon that 
Partakes of theſe Privileges : But Juſtification and Sag- 
= | : I et | 5 | £, 8 ctification . 


chat with reſpe& to their native and regular Influence 
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Aification differ greatly in many ReſpeCts, as is com- 

_ monly known. But to come a little cloſer : 2 hl 
The Party here ſuſpected of Antiumianiſin, do con. 
fidently proteſt before God, Angels and Men, That 
they eſpouſe no New Doctrine about the Grace of God, 
and Juſtification, and the other coincident Points, but 

What the Reformers at home and abroad did teach, and 

all the Proteſtant Churches do own; And that in ſum is, 

That a Law-condemned Sinner is freely juſtiſied by God's II 
Grace through the Redemption that it in Feſus Chriſt, 

that he ts juſtiſied only for the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
 #mputed to him by God of hzs free Grace, and recei ved 

I Faith alone as an Inſtru ment, which Faith ig 
the Gaft of the ſame Grace. For guarding _— Li- 

centiouſneſs they conſtantly teach out of 's Word, 
That without (Holineſs no man can ſee God, That 
all that believe truly on Feſus Chriſt, as they are Fuſti» 

fied by theſprankling of his Blood, ſo are they ſanctiſied 

y the Effuſion of his Spirit. That all that toaſt of 

their Faith in Chriſt, and yet live after their own Luſts, 
and the courſe of this World, have no true Faith at all ; 

. but do in their Prafeſſion and contradicting Practice 
Blaſpheme the Name of God, and the Doctrine of his 
Grace, and continuing ſo, ſhall periſh with a double De- 

ſtruction beyond that of the openly prophane, that make 

0 Profellion. And when they find any ſuch in their 

_ Communion, which is exceeding rarely, they-caſt them 
out as Dead Branches; They teach that as the daily 

Study of Sanctification i a neceſſary Exerciſe to all that 
are in Chriſt, ſo that the Rule of their Direction there- 
zin 2s the Holy ſpotleſs Law of God in Chriſt's Hand; 
That the Holy Ghoſt is the Beginner and Advancer of 
this Work, and Faith in Jaſus Chriſt the great Mean 
thereof; That no Man can be Holy till he be in Chriſt, 

aA nd united to him by Faith, and that no Man is truly 
an Chriſt, but he is thereby ſanctified ; They preach the 

Law to condemn all Fleſh cut of Chriſt, and to fſhew 

thereby to People the neceſſuty of betaking themſelves ts 

hem for Salvation. See the ſavoury Words of blefled _ 
Taadal, called the Apofile of England; in his 9 * | 
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John Frith, written Jan. 133. Book of Mavryrs, | 
Vol. 2 Page 308, Expound the Law truly, and open the 
Pail of —— — all Fleſb, and promt all Men 
finners, and all aceds under the Law before Mercy hade 
taken away the condemnation thereof, to be Sin and Dam- 
malle; and then as n faithful Miniſter ſet abroach the 
: — of our Lora Jeſus, and let the wornued Conſcien- 
_ 665 Drin e the Water of him. Aud then ſhall your 
Preaching le ait Power, and not as the Hypocrites. || 
And the Spirit of God ſhall work wwath yon; and all Con- 
 Ferencer ſhall hear record unto you; and feel thatitis ſo. 
Au all Doctrine that caſteth a: miſt on theſe to, to 
ſhadow and hide them, I meanythe Lau of God, aud 
Aerey Chriſt, that reſiſt ou with all your Power. 
What is there in all this, to be offended with? is not 
this enough to vindicate our Doctrine from any tenden- 
rey to Licentiouſneſs? I am afraid, that there are ſome 
things wherein: we differ more than they think fit yet to 


e upreſe. And I ſhall gueſs at them. | 
: Þ. Is about the zmputed Righteouſneſt of Chriſt. 
This Righteonfneſs of Chriſt,” in his Active and Paſſive 
Obedience, hath been aſſerted by Proteſtant Divines, to 
be not only the procuring, and-' meritorious Cauſe of our 
Juſtification, for this the Papiſts own ; but the. Matter, 
d the Imputation of it is the Form of our Juſtification: 

_ Fhough I think that our Logical Terms are not fo a- 
dapted for ſueh Divine Myſteries. But Whatever Pro- 
. priety; or Inpropriety be in ſuch Sohool. Terms, tlie 
common 1 hath been, that a convin- 
_  eed Sinner ſeeking Juſtification, muſt have nothing in his 
Bye but this Righteouſneſs. of Chriſt, as God propoſeth 
- Rothiog elle to him; Aude tat God-in juſlifying 1 
Sinner, accepts him in this Righteouſneſs only, when he 
Imp ites it to him. * 7 [ — * OF . 2 5 
Nees about rhe Imputed Rig grevaſeft of Chriſt; ſome 
fay, That it belongs only ro the Perſon of Chriſt; He 
af under the Law, and bound to keep ot for himſelf ; 
mw ze n fit Mediator, twrrhour Spot or Bie. 


that he :rhout Sor or Bie, 
 miſh: Dun # isa Rualification in the Mediator, 4 
. = ö ther 


2 * alt 
35) oor 1. — 
tber tham à Benefit acquired by him, to be communic22 h 
ted to. his People. For they will not allow Hir Perſen'y 
wal Righteouſneſs of Chriſt to be imputed to us any other- 
wiſe than in the Merit of it, as Purchaſing for us 4 
more edſie Law of Grace; in the Obſervation whereof\% 
they Place all our Fuſtifying Reghteonſneſs : Underitands'%1 
ing hereby our ow# Perſonal znherent Holaneſs, and no- 3 
thing elſe. They hold, That Chriſt died to merit this 
of the Father: viz. That we might be Juſtiſied upon 
eaſier Terms, under the Goſpel, than thoſe of the Lawof'$ 
Tnnocency ; mmſteadl of Fuſtification by perfect Obedience, 
% are now to be juſtified by our own Evangelical Raghs |: 
teouſneſs, made up of Faith, Repentance, and ſincere O- 
Zedience. And if we hold not with them in this, they 
tell the World, we are Enemies to Evangelical Holineſs; | k 
ſighting the practice of all Good Works, and allowing 
dur Hearers to live as they lift. Thus they flander the? 
Preachers of Free Grace, becauſe we do not place Juſtift. | 
cation in our own inherent Holineſs, but in Chriſt's per- * 
fect Rightcouſneſs, imputed to us upon our believing in 
him. VVhich Faith, we teach, purifies the Heart, and, 
always inclines to Holinefs of Life. Neither do we hol | 
any Faith to be true and ſaving, that doth not ſhew ir | 
ſelf by good Works, without which no Man is, or n 
he juſtified, either in his own Conſcience, or before Men. 
But it doth not hence follow, that we cannot be juſtifi- if 
ed in the fight of God by Faith only; as the Apoſtle -\ 
Paul aſſerts the latter, and the Apoſtle James the for- 
mer in a podd Agreement. 08 
2. There appears to be ſome difference, or miſunder- |} 
ſtanding of one another, about 7he true Notion and Nature | 


of Fuſtifying Faith. Divines commonly diſtinguiſh be- 
75 bb e of Faith, and the — Act. The 
dared Act is properly Juſtifying and Saving Faith, by i 

which a loſt. finner comes to Chriſt, and relies upon 2 
him for Salvation. The reflex AF is the looking :back 4 
h F the Soul upon a former Act of Faith. A Rational df 
S Creature can reflect upon his own Acts, wheth 

| _ Acts of Reaſon, Faith or ker ans . 


o ” 4 


EEE... - (fn RR 
A direct Act of ſaving Faith, is that by which a loſt 
Sinner goes out of himſelf to Chriſt for help, relying u- 
pon him only for Salvation. A reflex A& ariſeth from 
the ſenſe that Faith gives of its own inward Act, upon a 
ſerious Review); the truth and. fincerity of which is fur- 
ther cleared up to the Conſcience, by the genuine Fruits 
of an unfeigned Faith, appearing to all men in our 
good Lives, and holy Converſation. But for as plain as 
| theſe things be, yet we find we are frequently miſtaken 
by others; and we wonder at the Miſtake; for we dare 
not aſcribe to ſome learned and good Men, the Princi- 
les of Ignorance, or Wilfulneſs, from whence miſtakes 


ners to come to Chriſt by a direct Act of Faith, conſiſting 
in an humble Reliance upon him for Mercy and Pardon: 
They will underſtand us (whether we will or not) of a 
reſtev Act of Faith, by which a Man knows and believes 
that his fins are pardoned, and that Chrzft is his: When 
they might eaſily know, that we mean no ſuch thing. 
Mr. Walter Marſhall in his excellent Book, lately pub- 
liſhed, hath largely opened this, and the true Contro- 
| wy of this day, though it be 8 or 9 Years ſince he 
3. We ſeem to differ about the Intereſt, and Room, 
and Place that Faith hath in Juſtification. That we are 
Juſti ſied by Faith in Feſus Chriſt, is ſo plainly a New » 
Teſtament- Truth, that no Man pretending never ſo bare- 
Ely to the Chriſtian Name, denies it. The Papiſts own 
it, and the Socinians and Armini ans, and all own it. 
But how different are their ſenſes of it? And indeed 
you cannot more ſpeedily and certainly judge of the Spirit 
of a Man, than by his real inward ſenſe of this Phraſe 
(it you could reach it) Siuner 25 juſtified by Faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt. Some ſay, that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt juſti- 
fies as it is a Work by the m credere, as if it came in the 
room of perfect Obedience, required by the Law. Some 
chat Faith juſtifies, as it is rat and animated by 
Charity; ſo the Papiſts, who plainly confound Juſtifica- 
tion and Sanctification. Some ſay, That Faith juſtifies, _ 
Fas it 7s a fulfilling of the Condition of the New er | 


in plain Caſes uſually proceed. When we do preſs Sin- 


of thou beliezeſt, thou ſhalt be ſaved. Nay, they will 
not hold there, but they will have this Faith to juſtify," 
as It hath a Principle, and Fitneß, in it to diſt oſe to 
fiucere Obedience. The plain Old Proteſtant Dectrine is, 
That the place of Faith in Juſtification is only that of Y | 
Hand, or Inſtrument, receiving the Righteouſneſs of 
Chrift, for which only we are juſtified. So that though 
great Scholars do often confound themſelves, and others, 
in their Diſputations about Faith's juſtifying a Sinner, . 
very poor plain Believer hath the Marrow of this Myſte- 
ry feeding his heart, and he can readily tell you, That 
to be juſtified by Faith, 37 76 be juſtified by Chriſts 
Reghteouſneſs, apprehended by Faith. i 
4. We ſeem to miſunderſtand one another about the 
Tuo Adams, and eſpecially the latter. See Rom. v. 12. 
to the end. In that excellent Scripture a Compariſon is 
inſtituted, which if we did duely underſtand, and agree in, 
we ſhould not readily differ in the main things of the 


Goſpel. The Apoſtle there tells us, That the Firſt . 
dam ſtood in the Room of all his natural Poſterity; He k 
had their Stock in his hand; while he ſtood, they Rood in 
in him; when he fell, they fell with him; by his Fall 
he derived Sin and Death to all them that ſpring from il 
bim by Natural Generation. This is the ſad fide. e 


n 


he tells us, in oppoſition thereto, and in comparing there-. 
with, that Chriſt the Second Man, is the New Head of 
the redeemed World. He ſtands in their Room, his O- 
bedience is theirs, and he communicates to his Spiritual 
Off. ſpring, the juſt contrary to what the firſt ful Adam 
doth to his Natural Off- ſpring; Rzghteouſneſs inſteadiW 
of Guilt and Sim, Life inſtead of Death, Juſtif- 
cation inſtead of Condemnation, and eternal Life 
inſtead of Hell deſerved. So that I think the 3a, 
4th and 5th Chapters of the Epiſtle to the Roy 
mans, for the Myſtery of Juſtification; and a 
6rh 7th and 87h, for the Myſtery of Sanctiſication, de 
ſerve our deep Study. But what ſay others about Chriſt's 
being the Second Adam? We find them unwilling 4 5 
ſpeak of it; and when they do, it is quite alien from tha 


Scope of the Apoſtle in that Chapter. Thus to us they 
ſeem to fay, That God as a Rektor, Ruler, God ern | 
; Bz2 , hail 
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Path reſolved to ſave Men by Jeſus Chriſt; That the- 
Rule of this Government is the Goſpel, as à new Law of 
Grace : That Jeſus Chriſt is ſet at the Head of this 
[Reforal Goverument; That in that State he ſits in 
Pfory, ready, and able, out of his Purchaſe and Merits, 
% give Fuſtgfication, and Eternal Life to all that can 
Fring good Evidence of their having-complied with the 
erm, and Conditions of the Law of Grace, Thus they 
untedate the Laſt Day, and hold forth CHriſtas a Judge, 
Father than a Saviour. Luther was wont to warn Peo- 
le of this diſtinction, frequently in his Comment on the 
[Epiſtle to the Galazzars: And no other Headſhip to. 
Chriſt, do we find ſome willing to admit, but what be- 
Longs to his Kingly Office: As for his Suretiſbip, and 
being the Second Adam, and a public Perſon, ſome 
treat it with Contempt. I have heard, that Dr. Tho- 
mas Goodwin was in his Youth an Armzinzan, or atleaſt | 
nclining that way, but was. by the Lord's Grace brought 
off by Dr. abb his clearing up to him this ſame Point 
pf Chriſt's being the Head and Repreſentative of all his 
Feopler Now though we maintain ſtedfaſtly this Head- 
ſip. of Jeſys Chriſt, yet we ſay not, That there is an. 
kcal partaking of his Fulneſs of Grace, till we be in 
nim by Faith, though this Faith is alſogiven us on Chriſt's. 
behalf, Phil. i. 29. and we believe through Grace, Act 
Kviii. 29. And we know no Grace, we can call nothing 
race, we care for no Grace, but what comes from this 
Head, the Saviour of the Body. But ſo much ſhall. 
ſerve to point forth the main things of Difference and 
c LE TRI LEY 
leit not a little provoking, that ſome are ſo captious, 
Pat no Minifter can preach in the hearing of ſome, (of 
We Freedom of God's Grace, of the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Rz2hreonſneſs, of ſole and ſingle beliewing on him for 
Reghreouſneſi, and Eternal Life, of ity mpoſſubility of 
Natural Maiis doing any good Work, before he be in 
Eriſt; of the impoſſibility 'of the miving of Man's 
Reghteonuſneſi and Works, with Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
the buſineſs of Juſtification, and ſeveral other Points) 


ut he is immediately called, or ſuſpected to be an Au- 
r DO IIS "rome 
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inomi an. If weſay, that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt is nei | 
ther Work, nor Condition, nor Qualification in Juſtifica- 


tion, but is a meer Inſtrument, receiving (as an em 


Hand receiveth the freely given Alis) the Rightecuf. 
neſs of Chriſt, and that in its very Act, it is a re- 
nouncing of all things but the Gift of Grace, the Fire 


is kindled; So that it is come to that, as Mr. Chriſto- 


pber Fowler faid, That be that will not he Antichriſti- 
an, muſt be called an Antinomian. Is there a Miniſter 
in London, who did not preach, ſome twenty, ſome thir- 
ty years ago, according to their ſtanding, that ſame 
Doctrine new by ſome called Antinomian. Let not Dr. 
Criſp's Book be looked upon as the Standard of our 
Doctrine; there are many good things in it; and alſo 
many expreſſions in it, that we generally diſlike. Tis 

true that Mr. Durgeſt, and Mr. Rutherford wrote a- 
gainſt Antinomianbſin, and agaiiift ſome that were both : i 
Antenomians and Arminians: And it is no leſs trus 
that they wrote againſt the Armmzans, and did hate the 
new Scheme of Divinity, ſo much now contended for, and 
to which we owe all our preſent -Contentions. I am per- 
ſuaded that if theſe godly and - found Divines, were on 
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the preſent Stage, they would be as ready to draw their 


Pens againſt two Books lately printed againſt Dr. Criſß, 
as ever they were to write againſt the Doctor's Book. 
Truth is to be defended by Truth, but Error is often, 


and unhappily oppoſed by Error under Truth's Name. 


But what ſhall we do in this caſe? VVhat ſhall- we 
do for peace with our Brethren ? Shall we lie fill un- 
der their undeſerred Reproaches, and for keeping the 
peace, ſilently ſuffer others to beat us unjuſtly? H it 
were our own perſonal concern, we ſhould bear it: If it 
were only their charging us with ignorance, weakneſs, . ji 
and being unſtudied Divines (as they have uſed liberal- 
Iy to call all that have not learned, and dare not believe 
their New Divinity) we might eaſily paſs it by, or put 


it up. But when we ſee the pure Goſpel of Chriſt cor. 
rupted, and an Armini am Goſpel new-vaumpt and obtru- 
ded on People, to the certain peril -of the Souls of ſuch 


as believe it, and our Miniſtry reflected upon, which of 


"= 
* 
2 * 


Py 


11 1 3 
| 1 be dearer to us than our Lives, can we be filent ! 
As we have a charge from the Lord, to deliver to our 
People what we have received from Him, ſo as he calls 
Sand: enables, we are not to give place by. ſubjeftion nos 
er an hour, to ſuch as creep in, not only to ſpy out, but 
to deſtroy, not ſo much the Goſpel Liberty, as the Gol- 
Ipel Salvation we have in Chriſt Jeſus, and 7o bring vs 
Whack under the Yoke. of legal Bondage. And indeed the 
caſe in that Epiſtle to the Galatians and ours have a 
great Affinity. b pr R. . 
Is it defired that we ſhould forbear to make a free . 
er ef God's Grace in Chriſt, to the worſt of Sinners: 
This cannot be granted by us, for this is the Goſpel 
| fazthful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation (and there- 
fore worthy of all our preaching of it) that Feſus Chriſt 
came into the world to ſave Sinners, and the chief of 
them, 1 Zim. i. 15. This was the Apoſtolick Practice 
according to their Lord's Command, Mark xvi. 15, 16. 
Tube xxiv. 47. They began at Jeruſalem, where the 
Lord of Life was wickedly ſlain by them, and yet Life 
in and through his Blood was offered to, and accepted, and 
obtained by many of them. Every Believers Experience 
witneſſeth to this, That every one that believes on 2 
Chriſt, acts that Faith as the Chief of Sinners. Every 
Man that ſeeth himſelf rightly, thinks ſo of himſelf, and. 
Itcherein thinks not amiſs. God only knoweth who is 
truly the greateſt Sinner, and every humbled Sinner will 
think that he is the Man. - 0 xk: 
= Shall we tell Men, that net they be holy, they mulſi 
not believe on Jeſus Chriſt? That they muſt not venture 
on Chriſt for Salvation, till they be qualified and fit to 
e received and welcomed by him! This were to forbear 
Preaching the Goſpel at all, or to forbid all Men to be- 
Wieve on Chriſt. For never was any Sinner qualified for 
3 hriſt. He is well qualified for us, 1 Cor. i. 30 but a 
inner out of Chriſt hath no Qualification for Chriſt 
Put Sin and Miſery. VVhence ſhould he have any bet- 
er, but in and from Chriſt? Nay, ſuppoſe an impoſſi- 
Pility, that a Man were qualifie for ' Chriſt, I boldly 
cſert, that ſuch a Man would not, nor could ever be- 
Wieve on Chriſt. For Faith is a loſt, helpleſs, 3 5 
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ED A it 
ned Sinner's caſting himſelf on Chriſt for Salvation; and K 
the qualified Man is no ſuch Perſon. 133 
Shall we warn People ht they ſhould not believe on 
Chriſt too ſoon? It is impoſſible that they ſhould: do it vil 
- too ſoon. Cana Manobey the great Goſpel command | 
too ſoon. 1 John iii. 23. or do the Great Work of God 
too ſoon? John vi. 28, 29. A Man may too ſoon think 
that he is in Chriſt, and that is when it is not ſo indeed; 
and this we frequently teach. But this is but an idle 
Dream, and not Faith. A Man may too ſoon fancy that 
he hath Faith, but, I hope, he cannot act Faith too ſoon? 
If any ſhould ſay, a Man may be holy too ſoon, how 
would that ſaying be reflected upon? And yet it is cer- 
tain, that though no Man can be too ſoon Holy, (becauſe 
he cannot too ſoon believe on Chriſt, which is the only 
Spring of true Holineſs) yet he may, and many do, ſet a- 
bout the ſtudy of that he counts Holineſs, too ſoon, that 
is, before the Tree be changed, Matth. xii. 33, 
34, 35. before he have he new Heart, Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 
27. and the Spzrzt of God davelling in him, which is 
only got by Faith in Chriſt, Gal. iii. 14. And therefore 
all this Mans ſtudying of Holineſs, is not only vain labour, 
but acting of Sin. And if this Study, and theſe Endea- | 
vours be managed, as commonly they are, to obtain Juſti- | 
fication before God, they are the more wicked Works 
ſtill. And becauſe this Point is needful to be known, 1 
would give you ſome Teſtimonies for it. Doctrine of 
the Church of England, in her 39 Articles, Art. 13. 
Works done before the Grace of Chriſt, and the Inſpira- 
tion of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to God, foraſmuch as 
they ſpring not of Faith in Feſus Chriſt, neither do they i 
make Men meet to receive Grace, or (as the School Au- 
thors ſay) deſerve Grace of congruity: Tea, rather, 1M 
for that they are not done as God hath willed and com- 
manded them to be done, we doubt not but they have the 
Nature of Sin. So Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 16. Art. 
7, Calvin. Inſtat. Lib. 3. Cap. 15. Se&. 6. They (ſaith 
he, ſpeaking of the Poprſh Schoolmen) have found out, 
I know not what, moral gocd Works, whereby Men arg i 
made acceptable to God before they are engrafied int, W 
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|: Teſtament to Prowe that by God's 'Grac 
fill meant. But what was good Hurch -of | England 


. 
1 
| q ed with-ſome Seals of the Holy Ghoſt in converting Sin: 
; ners unto God, and in building them up in Holineſs and 
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. God, and our own oniciences in the Defence of plain. 
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Goſpel Truth, And our Harmony with, the Reformed 
Churches, and in the Comfort of theſe, bear their. Enmi-" 
ty. And though it be uſual with them to viliſie and con- 
temn ſuch as differ from them, for their Fewneſs, Weak-" ö 
neſs and Want of Learning; yet they might know that 
the moſt Learned and Godly in the Chriſtian World, 
have maintained and defended the ſame Doctrine we ſtand a 
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for, for ſome Ages. The Grace of God will never want, M 
for it can and: will furniſh, Defenders of it. England We 
hath been bleſſed with a Bradwardzine, an Archbiſhop: | | 
of Canterbury, againſt the Pelagians, a 7wiſrand Ames. N 

_ agaiiſt the Armznears. - And, though they that contend # 
with us would ſeparate. their Cauſe altogether from that ' 
of theſe two :peſts of the Church. of Chriſt, I megn' P 
tagins and Armnins:; yetjudicious. Qbſervers i but = 


already perceive a coincidency, and do fear more, . when” 
either the Force of Argument ſhall..drive them out df 
their lurking Holes, or when they ſhall think fit to fliſ⸗ 1 
cover their ſecret Sentiments, which yet we but puclh” 
at; Then as we ſhall know b would, be at;* 
Jo it is very like, that they will then find. Enemies in 
many, whom they have ſeduced. by their craft, and do 
yet ſeem to be in their Cam , and will meet with Oppo- #1 
{ers both at home and 854 that they think not of, e208 
Our Doctrine of the. Juſtification of a Sinnner by th&* i 
free grace of God in Jeſus Chriſt, however it be miſre- 
Preſented and: reflected upon, is yet undeniably recams, ll 
Mended by fou things UN 0 
I. It is a Doctrine ſavouny and precious unto all ſeid: 44.6 
01:5-Godly Perſons. Dr. Ames his Obſeryation holds good: 
as to all the Armininn Divinity, that it is contra cm. 
mem ſenſum fidelium; agaiuſt the common Senſe of Aeli, 
2er5, And though this be an Argument of little web 
With them, that value more the Judgment of. the Scribe "i 
and the Wife; and Diſputers of this. World, 1 Cor, #1 
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18,7 19, 20% 1, than of all the Godly ; Yet the Spirit of q 

God by John gives us this ſame argument, 1 John is. 55 6. &f 
They are of tho\World,- thereforgſpeak they of the World, oy 
4d the Warld'\htareth them, We are of God 1 A that 
Loet h God, heareth us ; e f 967 ban, 2 
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ebe Spirit of Error: Hew evident is it, that ſeveral] 
bo by Education, or an unſound Miniſtry - baving had 
ſcheir Natural Enmity againſt the Grace of God ſtrength- 
ned, when the Lord by bis Spixit hath, broke in upon 
ſcheir Hearte, and hath, raiſed a ferious. Sou} Rxerciſe a- 
bout their Salvation, their turning to God in Chriſt, and 
ſcheir turning from Arminianiſin, have begun together? 
And ſome of the greateſt Champions for the Grace of 
Dod. beve been perfons thus dealt with; as we. might 
inſtance. And as it is thus with Men at their Converſi- 
on, fo is it found afterward, that fill as it is well 
ich them in their inner Man, ſo doth the Doctrine of 
Grace ſtill appear more precious and favoury-: On the o- 
[ther Part, all the ungodly and unrenewed have 4 Diſlike 
end Difreliſh of this Doctrine, and are all for- the Doc- 
ſtrine of doing, and love to hear it, and in their ſorry Ex. 
[{erciſe, are ill for doing their own Buſineſs in Salvation, 
{tho they be nothing, and can do nothing, but Sin, 
2 eſtroy themſel res. 5 


2. It is that Doctrine only, by which à convninced Sin- 
ner can be dealt with effeftually. When à Man is awak- 
ned, and brought to that, that all muſt be brought to, or 
to worſe, Nhat ſhall Ido to be ſaved? Acts xvi. 30, 31. 
we haye the _— Anſwer to it, Believe on the 
Tord Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſhalt be ſuved, and thy Houſe. 
If This Anfwer is ſo old, that with many it ſeems out of 
orte; But it is Rill, and will ever be freſh and new. and 
[| {favoury, and the only Reſolution of this grand Cafe of 
17 Conſcience as long as Conſcience and the World laſts. No 
IC Writor Art of Man will ever find a crack or flaw in it, or 
14 deviſe another or a better anſwer; nor can any but this 
> Wong et rightly the wound of an awakened Conſcience. 
Lets ſet this Man to ſeek reſolution in thiscaſe, of ſome. 
0 Mafters in our Mael. According to their Principles, 
7 they muſt ſay to him, Repent and Mourn for your known 
Sins, and leave and loath them, and God will, havo 
hard and I carinot repent Aright; ves I find my Heart 
ore bard and vile than when J was ſecure, inn. I you = 
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ſpenuk to this Man of Qualificationt for Chriſt, he 
Lenos nothing of them: Ru ſincere Obedtence, his An . 
ſwer is native and ready, Obedience is the work of a liv-# 
ing Man, and Sincerity is only in a renewed Soul; fin- 
tere Obedience is therefore 2s impoffible to a dead unre- 
newed ſinner, as penfect Obedience is. VVhy ſhould F} 
hot the right Anſwer be given, Believe on the Tord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and you ſhall he ſaved, Tell him what 3 
Chriſt is, what he hath done and ſuffered to obtain e- 
ternal Redemption for Sinners, and that according to the 
Will of God and his Father. Give him a plain down- i 
right Narrative of the Goſpel Salvation wrought out by 
the Son of God; tell him the —_—_— and Myſtery of 3 
che Goſpel plainly.z it may be che Holy Ghoſt Will 
work Faith :thereby, as he did in thoſe firſt Fruits of 
the Gentiles, Act. x. 44. If he ask, achat Warrant 
Be hath to believe on Feſus Chriſt, Tell him, that he 
hath utter ind iſpenſible Neceſſity for it ( for without be- 
lieving on him, he muſt periſh eternally.) That he 
hath God's gracious Offer of Chriſt and all his Redem- 
wry with a promiſe, that upon accepting the Offer by 
Faith, Chriſt and Salvation with him is his. That he 
hath God's expreſs Commandment, 1 John iii. 23. 7% 
belzeve on Chriſt's Name, and that he ſhould make Con- 
ſcience of obeying it, as well as any Command in the 
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Moral Law. Tell him of Chriſt's Ability and Good 

will to ſave, that no Man was ever rejected by him, 

that caſt himſelf upon him, that deſperate Caſes are the 
glorious Triamphs of his Art of ſaving. Tell him that 
there is no midſt between Faith and Unbelief'; that there 
is no Excuſe for neglecting the one, and continuing in 

. . the other. That believing on the Lord Jeſus for Salva- 
tion is more pleaſing to God, than all Obedience to his 

Law, and that unbelief is the moſt provoking to God, 

and the moſt damning to Man, of all Sins. Againſt the 
| Greatneſs of his Sins, the Curſe of the Law, and 180 


 verity of God as Judge, there is no Relief to be held forth 
to him, but the free and boundleſs Grace of God in the 

Merit of Chriſt's Satisfaction by the ſacrifice of himſelf 

I he ſhould ſay, V. * 10 believe an Feſtus i 
$4: - „ on” 5 | A 


* $ 
= 
q 
4 


; wW z 


4 
" 


: 
(] 


= As to this, I find no fact QucRicn inthe Word : But that 
Wy alldid ſome way underftand the Notion of it: The Jeu, 
chat did not believe on him, John vi. 28, 29, 30, the 
e Prieſts and Phatiſecs, John vii. 48. the blind 
Mam John ix. 35. When Chriſt asked him, Believeſt 
on on the Son f God ? He anſwered, Who is he, Lord, 
Dal 1 nay believe on him? Immediately; when Chriſt 
had told him, per. 3. he faith not, What, init to be- 
edi on him? but, Lord, I Believe; and worſhipped him: 
and ſo both pfofeſs'd and acted Faith in him. So the 
Father of the TLunatict, Mark ix. 23, 24. The Eunuch, 
is viii. 3). They all, both Chriſt's Enemies and his 
HDiſciples, knew, that Faith in him, was a believing 
that the. Man Felus of Nazareth, was the Son of God, 
the Meſſiah, and Saviour of the World, ſo as to receive 
and look for Salvation in his Name, A&s iv. 12. This 
Jas the common Report, publiſhed by Chriſt, and his 
If Apoſtles, and. Diſciples; and known by all that heard 
it. If he yet ask, I has he as to believe; you tell him; 
If that he is not talled to believe that he is in Chriſt, and 
that his Sins are pardoned, and he à juſtified Man; but 
that he is tö believe God's Record concerning Chriſt. 
fs John v. to, 11, 12. And hig Record 25, that God 
e verb, that is offereth, 20 uf Eternal. Life in hi Son 
eur Chriſt. And that all that with the Heart believe 
this Report, and reſt their Souls on theſe glad Tidings; 
hall be ſaved, Rom: x. 9, 10, I. And thus he is to 
alieve, that he may be juſtified, Gal. ii. 16. If he fill 
ay, That 57 Helleving i hard. This is a good 
Houbt, but eaſily reſolved. It beſpeaks a Man deeply 
Fumbled. Any Body may fee his own Impotence, to o- 
Pey the Law of God fully; but few find the Difficulty 
f believing; For his Reſolution, ask him, what it is 
e finds makes believing difficult to him. Is it unwil- 
ngneſs to be juſtified and ſaved ? Is it unwillingneſs to 
Pe ſo ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, to the praiſe of God's Grace 
him, and to the voiding of all boaſting in himſelf 2 
his be will furely deny. Is it a Diſtruſt of the Truth 
WF the Goſpelfecord? This he dare not own. Is it a 
Woibtof Chriſt's Ability, or good: Will to ſaye? Thig 
_— | Mn Nr” 8 I | . ö 
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is to contradict the Teſtimony of God in the Goſpel. Ig 
it becauſe he doubts of an Intereſt in Chriſt and his Re- 
demption? You tell him, That believing on Chriſth; 
makes up the Intereſt in him. If he ſay, that he cannot? 
believe on Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe 35 the difficulty of the 
Acting this Faith? and that à Oidiue Power, is need 
Jul to araw it forth, which he finds not? You tell him, 
that rower Jeſus Chriſt is no work, but a reſting? 
on Jeſus Chriſt. And that this pretence is as reaſonable as} 
that if a Man wearied with « Journey, and who is not 
able to go one Step further, ſhould agrue, I am ſo tired, 
that I am not able to lye doꝛon; when indeed he can 
neither ſtand nor go. The poor wearied Sinner can ne- 
ver believe on Jeſus Chriſt, till he finds he can do no- 
thing for himſelf; and in his firſt believing doth always 
apply himſelf to Chriſt for Salvation, as a man hopeleſs 
and helpleſs in himſelf. And by ſuch Reaſonings with 
him from the Goſpel, rhe Lord will. (as he hath often 1 
done) convey Faith, and Joy, and Peace by believing. 
3. This Doctrine of free Juſtification. by Faith alone, 
hath this Advantage, That it /t, all Men Spirit 
and Frame, in their ſertous Approaches to God in 
Worſhip. Men may th ink and talk boldly of . 
Righteouſneſs, and of its Worth and Value, of good 
orks, and Frames, and Diſpoſitions; but when Men 
Preſent themſelves before the Lord, and have any Diſ- 
coveries of his Glory, all Things in themſelves will dif-i 
appear, and be looked upon as nothing. Zophar, though 
the hotteſt Speaker of Job's Friends, did yet ſpeak 
rightly to him, Job xi. 4, 5, For thou haſt ſaid, MyM 
Doctrine us pure, and I am clean in thine Eyes. But, 
O that God would fpeak ! And fo Fob found it, when 
God diſplaid his Glory to him, and that only in the 
Works of Creation and Providence, Chap. xxxvili, xxxix. 
He then changed his Note, Fob. xl. 4, 5. and xlii. z,. 6. 
So was it with T/azah,Chap. vi. 5 till pardoning Grace was 
imparted to him. No Man can ſtand: before this holy 
Lord God, with any Peace and Comfort, unleſs he 
have God himſelf to ſtay upon. His Grace and Mercy 
5 ih Jeſus Chriſt, can only preſerve. a Man from being 
e 
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.. . the e Faith * 54 ALY being copfoutied. 5 
ende we ſee the difference betwixt Mens Frame in 
U! heir Diſputes and Doctrine about theſe Points, and their 
i Senſe and Pleadings with God in Prayer. | 
: EA. This Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith without any 
I] Mixtures of Man (however and by what Names and 
Il Fitles ſoever they. be dignified or diſtinguiſhed) kath- 
| — undoubred Advantage; that, it is that, wwhiob alt 
I A erg hardened and blinded; do, or would, or 
berake — ww, her n ine, How * 


— at AY and Has evil day far away? 
jealous, leſt God's Grace and Chrift's. 
|; 2 have too much Room, and Men's V 
15 the Buſineſs of Juſtification ; But wag | 
[i fying Perſon, exerciſed with this Jealbuſy as to him- _ 
| elke Even bloody Stephen Gardiner, 4 dying, 
Eould anfwer Dr. Day, Biſhop of Chicheſter, who of | 
red Comfort to him, by this Doctrine, Nhat, my Lord, 
wrt you open that Gas noa? then farc me altogether. 
To ine, and ſuch other in ny Caſe, yon may ſpeak it, 
bur pos __ 2 #9. the or then 4 9 8 
petther. 2 of Martyrs, V. + 450. n WAIC 
Words, he bewrayed a Conviction of the Fitneſs of the 
Doctrine to dying Perſons, and his Knowledge that it 
tended to the deſtroying the e X.inglow of Antichriſt. 
A Fos in the ſame [5 Ane Vol. 2. þ 46. gives 
| fithis as che Reaſon of Luther's Succels a gain n N 
* Above all former Attempts of ma Witneſſes. 
| Pur, faith he, Luther gave the — 10 * 312 
6 Wow: the Foundation, and all by opening one Poon, lon 
; va before, wherein lieth the Touch- ne of all” Truth 
Doctrine, as the only principal Origine of our Sale 
nion, which is our free Fuſtzfication. by - aith only, | 
v Chrif the Fon of God. Conſider how it is with t 
2 and eminent Saints; when dying? Did ye 
Der te hear any boaſting of their Works and Per- 
nces ? They may and do own to the Praiſe of his 
: — what they have been made to "ay what —_ 
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have been helped to do ox ſuffer for Chriſt's Sake. But 
when they draw near to the awful * what elſe 


is in 3 and Heart, but only Free Grace, Ran- 
ſoming Blood, and a Well ordered Covenant in Chriſt 
the Surety? They cannot bear to hear any make 


mention to them of their Holineſs, their own Grace and 
Attainments. In's V Vord, the Doctrine of Conditions, 


Dnalificattons, and Rectoral Government, and the Di- 


ſtriburion of Rewaras and Punzſhments, according to 


rhe New TZiaw' of Grace, will make but an uncaly Bed 
to à dying Man's Conſcience, and will leave him in a 


very bad Condition at preſent, and in dread of worſe, 


when he is feeling in his laſt Aponies, that the Vager 


of Sin #5 Death, if he cannot by Faith add, gut the Gift 


2. Gua is eternal Life, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, 
om. vi. 23. He is. a wiſe and happy Man that anchors 
his Soul on that Rock, at which he can ride out the 


Storm of Death. VVhy ſhould Men contend for that 


in their Life, that they know they muſt renounce at 
their Death ? Or neglect that Truth now, that they muit 
betake themfelves unto then; why ſhould a Man build 


2 Houſe, which he muſt leave in a Storm, or be buried 
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in its Ruins? Many Architefs have attempted to make 
⁊ ſure” Houſe of their own Righteouſnels, but it is 


without a Foundation, and muſt fall, or be thrown don 
|  forrowfully by the fooliſh Builder, which is the better 
way. It is à great Teſt of the Truth of the Doctrine, about 


the way of Salvation, when it is grenerally approy d of | Fl | 


by fenſible dying Men. And what the univerſal Senfe 


of all ſuch in this Caſe is, as to the Righteouſneſs of 4 


Chriſt, and their on, is obvious to any Man, He was 


an ingenuous Balaamite, who being himſelf a Papiſt, . 


faid to a Proreſtant, Our Religion is beſt ro Jive in, 
' 4nd yours beſt-to die in. 


But notwithſtanding of theſe great Advantages (add 


2. 


ten 
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ed with; There are not a few diſadvantages it 


labore under, which though they are rather to irs m. 
mendation than Reprogch, yet they do hinder its V Vet 1 
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As, r. This Doctrine is a SHiritual Myſtery, and 
lieth not level to a natural Underſtanding, 1 Cor. il. 10, 
14. Working for Liſe, a Man naturally underſtands; 
but helieving for Life, he underſtands not. To nend 
the Old Man, he knows, but to put on the New Man by 
Faith is a Riddle to him. The Study of Holineſs, and 
to endeavour to. ſquare his Life according to God's Law, 
he knows a little of, though he can never do it; but to 
draw Sanctification from Chriſt by Faith, and to walk 

holily, in and through the Force of the Spirit of Chriſt 
in the Heart by Faith, is meer canting to him. A new 
Lzfe he underſtands a little, but nothing of a New Birth 
and Regeneration. He never ſaw himſelf ſtark dead, 
Nay, not only is it unknown to the natural Man, but 
he is by his natural State, an Enemy to it; he neither 
doth, nor can know it, nor approve of it, 1 Cor. ii. 14, 

Wiſdom; that is Chriſt's VVay of ſaving Men revealed 
in the Goſpel, zs 5uftzfied , all her Children, and of 
them only, Matth. xi. 19. Luſe vii. 29, 30, 35. This, 
Enmity in Men to the VViſdom of God, is the Cauſe not 
only of this Contempt of its Miniſtry, but is a Tempta- 
tion to many Miniſters to patch up and frame à Goſpel 
that is more ſuited to, and taking with, and more eaſily $ 

_ underſtood by ſuch Men, than the true Goſpel of Chriſt 
is: This Paul complains of jn others, and vindicates him: 

ſelf from, 1 Cor. i. 17. and ii. 2. he warns others againſß 
it, Col. 11. 8. 2 Cor. xi. 3, 4. Gal. j. 6, 7, 8, 9. And it 

is certain that doang for ' Life is more ſuited to corrupt 

Nature, than Beliedeng. is... 

2 Our Oppoſers in this Doctrine have the Many for 

them and againſt us, as they of old boaſted, John vil, 

48. This they have no Ground to glory in, though they 

do, nor we to be aſhamed of the Truth, becauſe we can 

not vie Numbers with them. VVith our Oppoſers ars 

All theſe Sortg (and they make a great Number) though 

10 not ſay; or think that all our Oppoſers are to be 

BE ranked in any of theſe Liſts, for ſomę bpth Godly anc 

WH Learned may miſtake- us and the Truth, in this Matter, 

1, They have all the ignorant People, that know no, 

Hing of either Law or Goſpel, They ferye God { n 

| „ a5; 
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| fay, but moſt falſiy) and hope that God will be mercl. 
ful to them and ſave them. To all ſuch, both the 
clear Explication of God's Law, and the Myfteries of 
the Goſpel, are ſtrange Things. Yet ſincere Obedzence 
they love to hear of (for all of them think there is ſome 
Sincerity, in their Hearts, and that they can do ſome- 
what.) But of Faith in Chriſt they have flo Know- 
ledge, except by Faith you underſtand a dream of be: 
ing ſaved by Jeſus Chriſt, though they know nothing of 
him, or of his. way of ſaving Men; nor of the way of be- 
ing ſaved by him. 2. All Formaliſts are on theit Side. 
People that. place their Religion in Trifles, becauſe they 
are Strangers to the Subſtance thereof. 3. All proud ſe» 
cure Sinners are againſt us that go about with the Jews, 
to eſtabliſh their own Righteonſueſi; Rom. x. 3. The 
ſecure are. whole, and ſee no Need of the Phyficiani 5 the 
Proud have Phyſick at Home, and deſpiſe that that 
came down from Heaven. 4. All the zealous devout 
Doople in 4 natural Religion, are utter Enemies to the 
Goſpel. By a aatural Religion, I mean that, that 
is the Product of the Remnants of God's Image in 
fallen- man, a little improved by the Light of God's 
VVord. All ſuch, cannot endure to hear; that God's 
aw muſt be perfectly fulfilled in every Title of it? or 
no Man can be ſaved by doing. That they muſt all pe- 
riſh for ever, that have not the Righteouſneſs of 4 
Man that never ſinned, who is alſo God over all bleſſed 
for ever, to ſhelter and cover them from a holy God's 
Anger, and to render them accepted of him. + That this 
_ Righteouſneſs. is put on by the Grace of God, _ 
Man muſt. betake himſelf to it, and receive as 4 nak 
bluſhing Sinner. That no Man can do any Thing that . 
-— till Goſpel-Grace renew him, and make- him 
firſt a good Man: This they will never receive, but, do 
Rill think that a Man may grow good by doing Good- 
3. Natural. Reaſon is very fertile en its Olyeftions 
amd Cavils againſt the Doctrine of the Grate of. God. 
And eſpecially when this corrupt Reaſon is poliſhed by 
Learning and ſtrong natural Pairs V Vhen. there ara 
many to broach ſuch Dactrines, and many ſo diſpoſed 
do receive jt, is it any Wondet that the Gaſpel Truth 
makes little Progreſs in the 8 Nay, were it not 71 
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the divine Power that ſupports it, and the Promiſes of its | 
Preſervation, its Enemies: are ſo many and ſtrong, and true 
Friends ſo few. and feeble, we might fear its periſhing 


from the Earth. But we know it is impòſſibſo. And 


if the Lord have a Deſign. of Mercy to theſe Nations, 


| and hath a Vein of his Ele&ion to dig up amonyſt us, 
we make no doubt. but the Glory of Chriſt, as a crucified 


Saviour, ſhall yet be diſplaid in the Midſt of us, to the 


Jay of alll that love his Salvation, and to the Shame of 
others, | 4. Ixvi. 5 df $+-: ; : ; 0 5 


4. 1 might add the great Declenſion of ſome of the Re- 


formed Churches from the Purity and Simplicity of that 


Doctrine they were firſt planted in. The new Merbodiſto 
about the Grace of God, had too great an Increaſe in the 
French Churches. And which was very ſtrange, this 
Dec lenſion advanced amongſt them, at the ſame Time 
when Jauſeniſin was ſpreading amongſt many of tho 
Church of Rome; So that. a Man might have ſeen Papiſts 

growing better in their DoQrine, and Proteſtants growing 
worle. See Mr. Gale's Idea of Fanſen ſm, with Dr. Orv- 
ens Preface, What there is of this amongſt us in Eng- 


15 lang, | leave the Reader to Mr. Fenkyn's Celeuſma, 


and to the naked Truth; Part 4. And if there be any 


| warping toward Arminian Doctrine, by ſome on eurfide, 
in order t ingratiate themſelves with that Church that 


hath the ſecular Advantages todiſpenſe, and to make Way 
for ſome Accommodation with them; I had rather wait 
in Fear till « further diſcovery of it, than offer to gueſs 
. r e rs TR . 

Taſtiy, It is no ſmall, diſadvantage. this Doctrine lies 


under from the Spirit of this day, we live in. A Light, 


frothy, trifling Temper: prevails generally: Doctrines of 


the greateſt Weight; are talked of and treated about, 


with a vain uhconcerned frame of Spirit, as if men conten · 


ö {| ded rather about Opinions and School-points than about 
dhe Oracles of God, and matters of Faith. But if mens 


hearts were ſeen by themſelves, if Sin were felt, if mens 
Conſciences were enlivened, if God's Holy Law were 


| known in its. exactneſs and ſe vority, and the Glory and 


men were living as leaving Time and launch ing forth in- 
to Eternity, the Goſpel Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt pov : 


be more regarded. 
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. OhjeB. 1. Is there not a great decay amongſt Profeſſors i 
in real practical Godlineſs? Are we like the Old Prote- 
Aants or the Ola Puritans? I anſwer, That the decay} 
and degeneracy is great and heavily to be bewailed. But 
what is the cauſe? and what will be its cure? Is it becauſe! 
the Doctrine of Morality, and Virtue and good Works is! 
not enough preached? This cannot be; For there hathy 
been for many Years a publick Miniftry in the Nation, 
that make theſe their conſtant themes. Let the Land 10 
become as Sodom for all lewdneſs ; and the Tree of Prov 
pfhaneneſs is ſo grown, that the Sword of the Magiſtrate 
hath not yet been able to lop off any of its Branches. Id 
it becauſe men have too much Faith in Chriſt? or too Jits 
tle ? or none at all? VVould not faith in Chriſt increaſe! 
Holineſs ? did it not always fo ? and will it not ſtill do it? 
VVas not the Holineſs of the firſt Proteſtants eminent and 
mining? And yet they generally put Aſſurance in the} 
definition of their faith. VVe cannot ſay that Goſpel Ho 
Uneſs hath proſpered much by the correction ot mitiga) 
tion of that harſhlike definition. The certain ſpring of 
this prevailing VVickednefs in the Land, is people's Ig 
norance and Unbelief of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and tha 
grows by many Prophets that ſpeak Lies to them in the 
Name of the Lord. Coon re nl 
 * Oljeft. 2. But do not ſome abuſe the Grace of th" 
| * Goſpel and turn it into VVantonneſs ? Anſwer. Les 
Some do, ever did, and ftill will do ſo. But it is only 
the 11-underfiood and not bel ie ved octrine of Grace th 
they abuſe; the Grace itſelf no man can abuſe, for if 
power prevents its abuſe. Let us ſee how Paul, thi 
dlaeſſed Herald of this Grace (as he was an eminent It! 
ſtance of it) dealeth with this Obje&ion, Rom. vi. 
Sc. 'VVhat doth he to prevent this Abuſe? Is it by e 
© renuating what he had ſaid, Chap. v 20. that Grace 
bounds much more, where Sin had abounded? Is it Bj 
mincing Grace ſmaller, that Men may not choke upß 
it, or ſurfeit by it? Is it by mixing ſomething of ty 
Law with it, to make it more wholeſome? No: E 
only by plain aſſerting the Power and Influence of t. 
Grace, wherever it really is, as at length in that Ch 
ter. This Grace is all treaſured up in Chriſt Jeſus off 
#4 toall Men in the Gone Poured forth by our L 
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i Exerciſe of Faith, and becomes in them 4 living fpring, 
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Wl! Grace and Jive ungodly, the Spirit of God declares, they 

re void of Grace, which js always fruitful in good 
I; V Vorks, 2 Pet. ii. and Jude s Epiſtle. The Apoſt le orders 
1. che Churches to caſt ſuch out, 1 Cor. v. 4 Tim. iii. 5. 
| A. d to declare to them as Peter did to a Profeſſor, 
Acts viii. 20, 21. her they have no Part norPortion in 
i Matter, for their Heart is not right in the Sight 
Ih of God, thoug! the Doctrine be right, that they þypocri- 
„ 
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1 But if our Brethren vill not forbear their Charge of 


a 
4 


in 9. As 1. On them that ſay that the Sanction of 
| y 


the Ho 
under it, either to be condemned for breaking it, or to 
be ſayed by keeping it; which to us is rank Anrinomia- 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


(fequite perfet Holineſs; E what canitrequire? 


ö let the Charge ly, that are ungodly under the Name of 
Cbriſtlanity. And both they and we know where to 


1 55 Gock written in the Old and New Teſtament to be a 
perfect Rule of Life to all Beljevers, and faith not that 
u fach ſhould ſtudy Conformity thereunto, Rom. xii . 2. 
. That encourageth himſelf in Sin, and hardneth him- 
17 elf in Impenitence, by the Doctrine of the Goſpel. No 
bat ſome Hy 6 

liſown all ſuch = Practices, and ;own no Prin- 


her 3: That thinketh Holineſs is not neceſſary to all 


8 


What would be ſaved, We maintain not only that it is 


| 
5 ind Arminianiſm both. Tea that it doch not now 


ple that can really encourage the one, or influence the o- 
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In the working of Faith, and drunk in by the Elect in the 
Which will and muſt break out and ſpring up in all holy 


11 | Converſatiqn. He exhorts: them to drink in more and more 
ok this Grace by Faith. And as for ſuch as pretend to 


| Antinomianiſm, we entreat them that they will give it 


Law of God is repealed, ſo that no Man is now | 


orit is no Law, if its Sanction be repealed. 2. On them 


find ſuch true Anti nomi ans in great Abundance, who 
per arc never called by that Name. And is it not ſome- 
bet ſtrange that Men who have ſo much Zeal againſt an 
Antinomian Principle, have ſo much Kindneſs for true 
Aitinomians in Practice? z. Let him be called by this 
ly Name, that judgeth not the Holy Law and VVord 


an that” knows and believes the Goſpel, can do ſo. 
crites. may do, is nothing to us, who - 
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Whoever thinks, that when a Believer comes ſhort in o 


T˖is ſtrange that ſuch that are charged with this, of all 


* VVV | 
neceſſary to, but that it is 4 great Part of Salvation. 6; 


beying God's Law, he ſins not, and that he ought not td 
mourn becauſe of it as provoking to God, and hurtful td 
the new Creation in him, and that he needs not renew 
the Exereiſe of Faith and Repentance for repeated waſh] 
ing and pardoning. Laſtly, That fay that a Sinner is 
actually juſtified before he be united to Chriſt by Faith; 


Men do moſt preſs on Sinners to believe on Jeſus Chriſt 
and urge the Damnation threatned in the Goſpel upon all 
Dnbelievers. That there is a decreed Juſti fication from 
Eternity, particular and fixed as to all the Hlect, and a 
 murtual perfect Juſtification of all the Redeemed, in and} 
by the Death and Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt, 7/a. liii.1r: 
Rom.iv.25, Heb.ix, 26, 28. and 10 14 is not yet called in 
| Queſtion by any amongſt us; and more is not craved, but 
that a Sinner for his actual Juſtefication muſt lay hold: 

on andplead this Redemption inChriſt's Blood by Faith. 
But on the other hand, we glory in any name of Re: 
proach (as the honourable Reproach of Chriſt) that 18 
caſt upon us for aſſerting the abſolute boundleſs Freedom 
of the Grace of God, which excludes all Merit and eve 
ry. Thing like it; The Alſoluteneſ of the Covenant oj 
_ Grace (for the Covenant of Redemption was plainly ane 
ſtrictly a conditional one, and the nobleſt of all Condi} 
tions was in it; the Son of God's taking on him Man'! 
Nature, and offering it in Sacrifice was the ſtrict Condi: 
tion of all the Glory and Reward promiſed to Chrifi 
and his Seed, Iſa. Iiii. 10, 11.) wherein all Things art 
freely promiſed, and that Faith that is required for ſeal- 
ing a Mans Intereſt in the Covenant, is promiſed in i 
and wrought by the Grace of it, Ephaſ. ii 8. That Faith 
at firſt, is wrought by, and acts upon, a full and abſolute 
Offer of Chriſt, and of all his Fulneſs; an Offer that 
© hath no Condition it, but that native one to all Offers} 
Acceptance; and in the very act of this Acceptance, thi 
Accepter doth expreſly diſclaim all Things in himſelf 
but Sinfulneſs and Miſery, That Faith in Jeſus Chriſſ 
: doth juſtifie (although by the Way it is to be noted, tha 
it is never written in the. Word, that Faith juſtiſieth ac} 

| #i2ely, but always paſſively, that a Man is . by 
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faith, and that, God jultificth Men by, and through, 
i Faith, yet admitting the Phraſe) only as a mere Taſt ra 
ent receiving that imputed Righteouſneſs: of Chrift, 
er which we are juſtiſied; and that this Faith in the 
[Office of Juſtification, is neither Condition nor Qualifi- 
ation, nor our Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, but in its very 
Act is a renouncing of all ſuch Pretences, ' 5 


a 


| We, proclgim the Market of Grace to be free, Iſa. 
v. t, 2,3. Tis Chriſt's laſt Offer and loweſt, Rev. xxii. 
7. If there be any Price or Money ſpoke of, it is #20 
Price, no Money. And where ſuch are the Terms and. 
Conditions, if we be forced to call them ſo, we muſt ſay 
That they look liker a; renouncing, than a boaſting of any 


: 
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Poſpel Barga in, are God's free giving, and our free tak- 

ng and n 4 Fg. ,,, opt) 
We are not aſhamed of teaching the Ineffectualneſs of 
| he Law, and all the Works of it, to give Life, either 


a EI eee 


hat of Juſtification, or of Regeneration antl Sanctifica- 
Foa, or of Eternal Life. That the Law of God can 
only damn all Sinners, that it only rebukes, und thereby 
Erritates and increaſeth Sin, and can never ſubdue it, till 
PBoſpel Grace come with Power upon the Heart, and 
hen when the Law is written in the Heart, it is copied 
r ß To 
That we call Men to believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
ia that caſe the fir/# Adam brought. them to, and left 

them: in, in that caſe that the Law finds and leaves them 
in, guzlty, filthy, condemned, out of which caſe they 
ean only be delivered by Chriſt, and by believing on 
him. | e „ 
That we tell Sinners, that Jeſus Chriſt will ſure] 
Wweclcome all that come to him, and as he will not cal 
Wthem out for their Sigfulnæſt, in their Nature and by- 
paſt Life, ſo neither for their Miſery in the Want of 
uch Qualifications: and Graces, that he only can give. 
WE That we do hold: forth the Propitiation in Chriſt's. 

100d,” as the only Thing to be in the Eye of a Man 
chat would believe on Chrift unto; Juſtification of Life ; 
Wand that by this Faith alone a Sinner - is: juſtified, and 
od is juſtified in doing fo. 
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Qualifications or Conditions. Surely the Terms of 'the 
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That God juſtifieth the ungodly, Rom. iv. 5. neither 
by making him godly before he juſtifie him, nor leav- 
ing him ungodly after he hath juſtified him; but that 
the ſame Grace that juſtifies him, doth immediate 
ſanctiſie him. | OR SR 
If for ſuch Doctrine we be called Anrzmnomians, we 
are bold to ſay, that there is ſome. Ignorance of, or Pre- 
judice at, the known Proteſtant Doctrine, in the Hearts 
of the Repfecher . | 5 | 
| There are ſome Things we complain of; as, That 
they load their Brethren ſo grievouſly with unjuſt Ca- 
lumnies; either directly, or by Conſequence 3 As when ' 
they preach up Holineſs and the an of it, as if it 
were their proper Doctrine and diſowned by us, When 
they cannot but know in their Conſciences, that there is 


no difference betwixt them and us, about the Nature or 


 Nectſ/hity of Holineſs, but only about its Sing and Place 
in Salvation. We derive it from Jeſus Chriſt and Faith 
in him, and know aſſuredly that it can ſpring from no- 
thing elſe. We Zlace it betwixt Juſtification and Glo- 
ry, and that is its Scripture place and no where elſe can 
it be found or ftand, let Men try it as much and long 
as they will. ** 5 = : | ; 
That they ſeem very zealous _m Antinomianiſhm, 

7 


and forget the other extreme of 


ninianiſm, which is 


far more common, as dangerous, and far more natural to 


all Men. For though there have been, and may be this 

day, ſome true Aniznomzans, either through Ignorance, 
or Weakneſs; reeling to that Extreme, or by the Heaf of 
Contention with, and Hatred of Arminianiſm (as it is 
certain, ſome very good and learned Men have inclined 
to Arminianiſi, through their Hatred of Antinomenniſm, 
and have declared ſo much.) And ſome may, and do 
corrupt the Doctrine of the Goſpel, through the Unre- 
newedneſs of their Hearts; yet how deſtructive ſoever | 
this Abuſe may be to the Souls of the ſeduced, ſuch an 
Appearance of Autinomianiſin, is but as a Meteor of 
Comet, that will ſoon blaze out, and its folly will bs 
L 3 hiſt off the Stage. But the Principles of Arni. 


aniſm are the natural Dictates of a carnal Mind whirfx 


is Enmity both to the Law of God, and to the Goſpel 2. 
Chriſt, and next to the dead Sea of Popery (ini _ 
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Also this Stream runs) have fince Pelagius to this Day, 
been the greateſt Plague of the Church of Chriſt, and 'tis 
ike will be till his ſecond Coming. 2 
We do alſo juſtly complain that in their oppoſing of 
true Antinomian Errors, and particularly the alledged 
Tenents of Dr. Cr2/þ, they hint that there is a Party of 
Minifters and Profeſſors that defend them; whereas we 
can defy them to name one Miniſter in London at leaſt; 
r „„ 
That Expreſſions capable of a good Senſe, are ſtrenu- 
ouſly perverted, contrary to the Scope of the Writer or 
Speaker. But this and ſuch like are the uſual Methods 
of unfair Contenders. Were the like Method taken on 
the other Side, how many Popſh, Arminian yea and 
Socinian Expreſſions might be aa + if any Gol- 
pel-Truth be preached or publiſhed, that reflects on the 
{dal of n and Juſtification thereby, it 
is ſoon quarrelled with; But Reproaches caſt on the 
free Grace of God, and the imputed Righteouſneſs of 
& Chriſt, are with them, if not approved, yet but venial 
well- meant Miſtakes. Let Mens ſtated Principles be 
known, and their Expreſſions explained accordingly, or 
Miſtakes and Contentions will be endleſs. 
We do alſo complain, That Love to Peace hath made 
many grave and ſound Divines forbear to utter their 
Minds freely in publick on theſe Points; whereby the 
adverſe Party is emboldened, and ſuch Miniſters as dare 
not purchaſe Peace by Silence, when ſo great Truths 
are undermined, are expoſed as à Mark. But we do 
not queſtion but theſe worthy Brethren, when they ſhall 
ſee the Points of Controverſy accurately ſtated (as they 
may ſhortly) _— Py appear on Truth's Side, as we 
know their Hearts, are for it. 2 7 even 
. Laſtly, We complain, that the Scheme of the Goſpel 
contended for by oux Oppoſers, is clouded, vailed and, 
darkned by School- Terms, new,uncouth,and unſcriptural 
Phraſes; whereby, as they think to guard themſelves a- 
gainſt Oppoſition; ſo they do increaſe. the Jealoufies of 
WW their Brethren, and keep their Principles from the Know- 
edge of ordinary. People, who are as much concerned in 


thoſe Points as any Scholar or Divine, 


This | 


This Controverſie looks like 4 very bad Omen. Wa 
thought we might have healed our eld Breaches; in 
ſmaller Things ; and behold a new one is threatned iti 
the greateſt Matters. We did hope; that the good old 
Proteſtant Doctrine had been rooted and riveted in the 
Hearts of all the Miniſters on our Side; but now ws 
find the cantrary, and that the ſour Leaven of Arment: 
aniſm . works 1 Their Advocates de not yet 
own the Name, but the younger Sort are more bold 
free; and with them no Books or Authors are in B- 
ſteem and Uſe, but ſuch as are for the new rational 
. Method of Divinity (Rational is a ſitter Commendatioh 
of a Philoſopher, than of a Divine; and yet tis ſome- | 
what better applied to a Divine than to Diviniig 
For true Divinity hath a higher and nobler Original 
than Man's Reaſon, even Dipine Revelation? And it 
can never be rightly learned by them that have no high- 
ar Principle in them than Reaſon, even the teaching e 
the Holy Ghoſt.) But for Luther, Calvin, Sanchyy 
 Twih, Ames, Perkins, and Divines of their Spirit and 
Stamp, they are generally neglected and defpiſed, - . 
We were is Rope, that after the Lord had ſo ſignully 
appeared for his Truth and Pegple,- in preſerving both} 
under the Rage of that Antichriſtian _ of Perſecu- 
tion, and Apoſtacy to grofs Popery, that wrought ſo 
mightily under the two laſt Reigns; and when he had 
given us the Long-defired Mercy of a legal Efiabjafts) 
ment of bur Gaſpel. Liberty, in this, that all Hearts and 
Hands ſhould have been unanimoufly imployed in the 
ad vancing. the Work of Chriſt. But we find, that as we 
haye for a Tong Time loſt, in a great Meaſure; the N 
ex, we are now in no ſmall Danger of hfing alſo the 
| 22 of the Goſpel ; and without them whet figniſies 
beret! IG JJ oe Hos 
It is undoubted, that the Devil deſigns the obſtuct- 
19g of the Courſe of the Goſpet;, and in this he hach of. 
ten had the Service of the Tongues ahd bens of good 
Men, as wall as of bad ; yer we are not Without hope 
| that the Ford in his Wildem and Mercy will defcag 
| him, arid that theſe Contentions may yet hace. $99 
Fruit, and à good Ih, i 


az, 
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* For furthering of this good Bill, let me tequeſt a few 
Things of my Brethren, . „% 
1. Let us not receive Reports ſuddenly of one another · 
In Times of Contention, many falſe Reports are raiſed; 
end raſhly believed. This is both the Fruit and the 

Fuel of Contention ; for all the Noiſe of Antinomianiſin; 
I muſt declare, that I do not know (and I have both 
| Opportunity and Inclination to inquire) any one Anrino- 
an Miniſter, or Chriſtian in London, who is really 
ſuch as their Reproarhers paint them out, or ſuch as 
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Luther and Calvin wrote againſt. 5 
2. Let us make Chriſt crucified 6ur great Study, as 
&| Chriſtians, and the preaching of him, our main Work, 
as Mini ſters, 1 Cor. it. 2. Paul determined to know 
| nothing clſe. But many manage the Miniſtry, as if zhey 
ud taken uf a contrary Determination, even to know 
| any Thing, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. We 
are amazed to ſee ſo many . aſhamed of the Croſs of 
&/Chrift, and to behave as if they accounted the Tidings 
Jof Salvation, by the ſlain Son of God, 41 old antiquat- 
Le Story, and unfit to be daily reached. And what 
comes in the Room thereof, is not unknown, nor is it 
worth the mentioning: For all Things that come in 
gCbriſt's Room, and juſtle him put, either of Hearts, or 
WIPlpits, are alike abominable to a Chriſtzan. How | 
Wim any Sermons may à Man hear, and read, when print- 
ea; yea, and Books wrzrien; about the Way to Heaven, 
Wiwherein is Hardly the Name of Feſus Chriſt? And if he 
be named, it is the Name of Chriſt, as a Judge and 
Lauge ver, rather than that of a Saciour. And as little 


Room hath Chriſt in many Mens Prayers; except it be 
Win the Concluſion. .V Vhen we cannot avoid the obſery- 
wing of thoſe fad Things, let it be a ſharp Spur to us, to 
Preach Chriſt more, to pray more in his Name, and to 
ie more to his Praiſe. Let us not be deceived with 
hat Pretence, 7 bat Chriſt may be preached, when he is 
Wor named. The preaching of the Goſpel, is the Nam. 


rc of Chriſt; and fo call d, Rom. xv. 20. And Pa 
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Its as to bear Chriſt's Name before the Gentiles, and 
gs, and the Children of Iſrael, Acts ix. 57. 
3. Let us ſtudy hard, and pray much, to know the 


euch and to cleave unto it. It is an old * 


p AY 


wt» 
— 
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Ante Pelagium, ſegurius ee, Patres. Before Pe- 
lagiuf, even the Fathers ſpoke more careleſly; meaning 
well, and fearing no Miſtakes in their Hearers. Now it 
is not ſo; the more careful ſhould we be in our Doctrine. 
Let us ſearch our o Conſciences, and ſee how we our- 
ſelves are juſtified' before God. So Paul argued, Gal. 
ij. 15, 16. And let us bring forth that Doctrine to our 
People, that we find in our Bibles, and have felt the 
Power of upon our own Hearts. „„ 
Let us not run into Extreams upon the right or left 
Hand, through the Heat of Contention; but carefully 
keep the good old Way of the Proteſtant Doctrine, where- 
in fo many thouſands of Saints and Martyrs of Jesus, 
have lived holily, and died happily, and who never heard 


7 


Br | o 


of our new Schemes and Notions. 5 
And for this End, let us take and cleave to the Teſt 
of the Aembly's Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms. 
More we own not ourſelves, more we crave not of our 
Brethren ; and becauſe we deal fairly and openly, [ I 
ſhall ſer it down Verbatim, Conf. Chap. 11. Of Juſtifi- 
cation, Arr. 1. Theſe whom God effeftnally calleth, he 
_ alſo freely juſtifieths not by infuſing Rightecaiſneſs into 
them, but by pardoning their Sins, and by accounting 
and accepting their Perſons as righteous ; not, for any 
| Thing wrought in them, or done by them, but for 
Chriſt's Sake alone; not by imputing Faith itſelf, the 
Aft of Believing, or any other Evangelical Obedience 
as their Righteonſneſs; but by imputing the Obedience 
and Sattsfattion of Chreſt unto them, they receiving, and 
reſting on him and his Rigbteoiſueſ by Faith; which. 
Faith they have not of themſelves, it is the Gift of God. 
Art. 2. Faith thus receiving and reſting on Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs, is the alone Inſtrument of Juſti- 
fication; yet 2s it not only alone an the Perſon Juſtifi- 
ea, but zs ever accompanied with all other ſaving Gra- 
ces, and i no dead Faith, but worketh by Love. 
Art. 3. Chriſt by his Obedience and Death, did ful- + 
_ ty aiſcharge the Debt of all thoſe that are thus juſtiſi- 
ea, and did made a proper, real, and full Sati faction 
to his Father's Fuſtice in their Behalf ; yet in as much 
ar he war given by the Father for them and his Obe- 
dence and òati faction accepted in their Stead, and both. 
e 1 „„ JG . freely ' 
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3 2 na, 7 he in them, lese Iuftifcation 
ſro 6 2 that both the exatt Juſtice, aud. 
wok N God might be Shrified: in the Tulfes 
= jow of of Smeg 23 
Art. 4 Gud ud, Bom all Eternity; decree 70.7 1775 
all: the Elett; and Chriſt did, in the Rulneſt of | 
dir for their "Sins, | and rife again for their Fiſt 75 
ton: Nevertheleſs they are not juſtified, until i he Ha- 
by Sperir doth in due Lime actually afpip. Chriſt unto 


— Art. 5. God arb a 7D fargi do the: Sus of 2 
| that. are Juftified.: And although they, can never fa 
from the Staze of Fuſtification, per they may, by theit- 
Sing, fall under God's. fatherly, Diſpieaſurr, and not 
Fave rhe Zight of his Gountenapge reftor.diunts them, 
until they humble themſelves,. confeſy' their Sins, beg. 
2 and renew their Faith. aud Repentauce. 
rt. 6. The Fuſtifitation: f  Belicwers under a 5 
Old Toftament vas, tn all Reſpotts, oue and the ſame: 
mis rhe. Fuſtification of: Belaevers under the Neu 
e. This is the whole Chapter exactly. | 
Larger Catechiſm., Q. How 3 Faith Fro TY | 
Sinaer inthe. Sight H. Go? Anf. Faith. juſtafeth: a. 
Sinnen in ,the Sight of God, not becauſe of thoſe other 
Graces whichrao:always weompany;tt, or of good Wi Works; 
that ure the Fruits of its: nor as if the Grace of Faith, 
or any. Att thereof; were imputed; ro him for his Ft. 
ration; but only. as it is an Iiſtrument, by awbich - 
bv. Fecergeth. and an Chriſt and his. Rig breouſ. 


Tet cbeſe weigbty. V Vords be but heartily alſented 
* 10 in their plain and native Senſe; and. we are one in 
1 this great Point of. Juſtification. . But can any conſider-. 
ing Man think, that the ew Sobems of, a real Change, | 
. | Repontance, and fincere Obedience, as: neceſſaty to be 
yt found ia a Perſon that may lawfully come to Chriſt for 
1 Fj Beige, of Fa ich's juſtifying as it is the Spring of 
incere. Obedience, of à Man's — by, and 
pon his coming up ro, the 2 © ne Lew af, | 
E new VVord, but of àn old: and ill — 3 
; 1 an any, Man think. that this 5; re and. t. 
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Orthodox Synod, it would have had à more ſevere 
enſure paff upon it, than J am wilting to name. 
Do not we find in our patticulat Dealings with Souls 
the ſame Principles I am now oppofihg? g 
When we deal with the. carnal, ſecure, careleſs Sin- 
ners, (ande the / ate a vaſt mitkitude) and ask them a 
Keaſon of that Hope of Heaven they pretend to, is not 
this their common Anſwer ? Þ noffenfively, I keep 
Cody Law as well as T can, an wherein 1 fail, Iref 
font, and beg Gods Metty for Chriſt's Sake: My Hea 
_ es fincere, though my Knowledge and Attainments b 
vrt M orBers. If we go on to enquire further, wha 
 acquaentamee' they have with Jeſus Chriſt, what As. 
Plicationr their Souls have made io ham, what work 
2257 of” Faith on him, what Uſe they hate made of hi 
Rizhreotfubſt for Juſti cation, and his Spirit for San 
Fi fication, What they know o living by Faith in Teſus 
it: We ate Barbarians to them; and in this fac 
fate, many Thbuſands in Englanu live and die, ane 
Periſh” Eternally. Yet ſo thick is the Darkneſs of the 
Age, that many of them live here, and go hence withf 
, the Reputation of good Chriſtians; and ſome of ther 
__ have their Funeral Sermon and Praiſes pteached b 
an. Ignotant Flattering Miniſter, though it may be th 
poor Creatures never did, in the whole courſe of thei 
Life, nor at their Death, implvy Jeſas Chriſt ſo much 
for an Entry to Heaven, putchaſed by his 'Blbod; and on 
ly-acceffible by Faith in him, as a poor Tur doth Mali 
. homer, for a Room in his Beaſtly Paradiſe. How comma 


5) & Scheme had been Bd to that grave, learned; 
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$5 and fearful a thing is this in this Land and City! 


hen we come to deal with 2 Poor awakened Senn 


3 2 who ſeeth his laſt. State, and that he is condemned b 


the Law of God; we find the ſame Principles workin 
in him; for they are Natural, and therefore Univerſal 
all Men, and hardly -rooted out of any. We find hi 
fick and woutided 5 we tell him where his Help lies i 
Jeſus Chrift; what his proper work is, 10 apply to hi 
aud. What is kfy Anfwer? "Mas? ſaith the Ma 
have been; and am fo vile a Sinner, my Hears is 
Luan, and ſo full of Plagnes and raptfons, chat Ton 
0 Mint bell ving on Gbr 


\ | 


5 E 8 
Repertance, and ſome Holineſs in Heart and Life, aud 
ih and ſuch gracious Qualification, T1 would then 
W-/22we.  VVhen indeed this his Anſwer is as full of. 

ſonſenſe, Ignorance, and Pride, as words can contain or 


, I would amploy the Phyſician, Chriſt. 2. That there 
fame hope to work our theſe good Things by my ſelf, 
wrbout Chreſt. z. And when I come to Chriſt, with 
Price in my Hand, I ſhall be welcome. 4. That I 
n come to Chriſt when I will, So ignorant are People 
rally of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt: and no words or 
ernings repeated, nor plaineſt Inſtructions can beat into 
lens Heads and Hearts, that the firſt coming to Chriſt 
Y Faith, or believing on him, is not a believing we ſhall 
r ſaved by him, but a believing on him, that we may 
> ſaved by him. And it is ele to be wondred at, 
lat ignorant People do not, when To many learned Men 
,., RE Loon 
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LY 'Vhen we deal with a Proud, Self righrooges dip 
lie, we find. the ſame Principles of Enmity againſt the 
race of the Galpel. :A rrotanc Perſon is not ſo enrag- 
| at the Rebukes of Sin from the Law, as theſe 
bariſees ate at the diſcovery of their ruin by Unbelief. 
ey cannot enJure to have their Idol of Se Eris hteouſ- 
[ touched, neither by the Spirituality of God's Law, 
it condemns all: Men, and all their works, while out 
Chriſt, nor by the Goſpel, which reveals another 
ghteouſneſs than their own, by which they mult be 
ted ; but they will have God's Ark of the Covenant to 
das a Captive, in the Temple oftheir Dagon of Self- 
ohteouſneſs, until the Vengeance. of God's deſpiſed 
| Enant, . overthrow both the Temple, and Idol, and 
ſhippers. ie oe we 
| CEE is not a Miniſter that dealeth ſeriouſſy with the | 
1s of Men, but he finds an Arman7an Scheme of Juſ- 
ation in every unrenewed Heart. And is it not ſadly to 
dewailed, that Divines ſhould plead that ſame Cauſe, 
we daily. find the Devil pleading in the Hearts 
It natural Men? And that inſtead of caſting down, 
. x. 4, 5. They ſhould be making defences for ſuch | 
g Holds, as mult either be levelled with the Duſt, 
F Kcbol that holds them out, uſt cternally periſh? | 
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xpreſs. | They imply, 1. FI were prety well recover- © 
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i no bad way of Studying the Goſpel, and of at 
taining more Light unto it, that may us d in dealinz 
particularly with the Conſeiences of all orts of Men, as 9g 
* Occaſion. More may be learned this way, than 
out of many large Books. And if Miniſters would 
deal more with their own Conſciences, and the Conſcien- 
ces of others, in and about theſe Points, that are moſt 
proprely Caſes of Conſcience, we ſhould find an Increaſo 
of Goſpel Light, ind a growing fitneſs to preach aright, 
as Paul did, 2 Cor. iv. 2* By Mani ſeſtation of rhe. Truth, 
commending our ſelves to every Mans Conſcience in the 
Sight of God. i PEERS 
Let us keep up in our Hearts and Doctrine, a reverend 
regard of the Holy Law of God, and ſuffer not a re- 
flecting, diſparaging word, or thought of it. The Great 
Salvation is contrived with a regard to it, aud the ſatis- 
faction given to the Law by the Obedience and Death 
ef Chtiſt our Surety, hath made it glorious and honou- 
rable, more than all the Holineſs of Saints on Earth, or 
of the glorified in Heaven, and than all the Torments of 
the damned in Hell, though they do alſo magnifie the 
Law and make it hohourable. But if Men will teach 
that the Law and Obedience unto it, whether perfect or 
_ ſincere, is the Righteouſneſs we muſt be found and Rand | 
in, in our pleading for juſtification, they neither auder- 
| Stand what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. 1 Tim. 
i. 7, They become debters to it, and Chriſt profits theni ; 
_ nothing. Gal. ii. 21. and v. 2; 5. And we know what 
will become of that Man, that hath his Debts to the 
Law to pay, and hath no Intefeſt in the Surety's Payment: 
Yet many ſuch offer their own Silver, which whatever | 
coin of Man be upon it, is refrobate and rejected both 
by Law and Goſfel. „ 
Letus carefully keep the Bounds clear betwixt the Law 
and Colpel (which whoſoever doth 3s a right perfect Di. 
Line, faith bleſſed Luther ih his Commentary on the E 
oo to the Ealarzans. & Book that hath more plain 
Tound Goſpel, than many Volumes of ſome other Di ies.) 
Let us keep the Law as far from the bufineſs bf  Julkifi- | 
cation, as we would keep r its contrary. 
For the Law and Condemnation #re ifleparablez, but by 
the Intervention of Jeſus Chriſt, our Stretys All. 1 
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o effectual Oppoſition» Dr. Owen's Name is ſo ſavour 
and famous, his ſoundneſs in the Faith, and Ability 1 
Learning for its Defence, ſo juſtly reputed, that no ſobe 
Man will attempt him. Mr. Marſhal was a holy reti 
red Perſon, and is only known to the moſt of us by hi 
Book, publiſhed lately. The Book is a deep, practica 
well jointed Diſcourſe, and requires a more than ordina 
ty Attention in the reading of it with Profit. And if 1 
be fingly uſed, I look upon it as one of the moſt uſefu 
Books the VVorld hath ſeen for many Years: Its ex 
cellency is, that it leads the ſerious Reader directly tc 
Jeſus Chriſt, and cuts the ſinews, and overturns the foun 
dation of the New Divinity, by the ſame Argument of 
Goſpel-Holineſs, by which many attempt to overturn the 
Old. And as it hath already the ſeal of high approba 
bation,” by many judicious Miniſtfrs and Chriſtian s that 
have readit ; 10 I fear not, but it will ſtand firm as al 
Rock againſt all Oppoſition, and will prove good Seed; 
and Food, and Light, and Life to many hereafter. , - 
All my defign in publiſhing this, is plainly and brief 
to give ſome Information to ordinary lid People. whe 
either want Time or Judgment to peruſe large and lear: 
ned TraQates, about this Point of Juſtification, wherei 
every one is equally concerned; Þ TE oi, 
The Theme of Juſtification hath ſuffered great! by 
this, That many have imployed their Heads and Pens 
who never had their Hearts and Conſciences exerciſed 
about it. And they muſt be frigid and dreaming Specu 
lations, that all ſuch are taken up with, whoſe Conſciei 
ces are not enlivened with their perſonal concern in it. 
Theſe Things are undoubted, 1. That, as it is a Poiht 
of hzgheſt concern too every Man, ſo it it to the wholdl 
Doctrine of Chriſtianity. All the great Fundamen 
' zals of Chriſtian Truth, center in this of Juſtification 
 TheTrnity of perſons in the Godhead 5 The Incarnati 
on of theonly Begotten of tht Father; The Satisfattio 
Faid to the Law and Juſtice of God, for the fins of tha 
World, by his Obedience, and Satrifice of Himſelf in thi 
fleſh he aſſumed; ind the Divine Authority of th 
Scrifptutes which reveal all this; Are all ſtraight line 
of Truth, that center in this Doctrine of the Tuſrificarih 
c a Sinner by the Iniputation and Application of th 4 
Kati faction. No] en e 4 Etphfcoulne! 
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No Righteouſneſs can be, but what anſwers fully and per- 
wry me Holy Law of God: No ſuch Righteouſneſs 
can be performed, but by a Divine Perſon ; no benefit 
can accrue to a Sinner by it, unleſs it be ſomeway his, 
and 5 to him: No Application can be made 
of this, but by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. And as the con- 
nexion with, and dependence of this Truth upon, the o- 
ther great Myſteries of Divine Truth, is evident in the 
lain propoſal of it; So the ſame hath ſadly been mani- 
feſt in this, that the forſaking of the Doctrine of Juſtifi- 
cation by Faith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, hath been the 
firſt ſtep of Apoſtaſie in many, who have not flop'd till 
they revolted from Chriſtianity it ſelf. Hence 4 many 
At minians, and their chief Leaders too, turned Socint- 
ans; from denying Juſtification by Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, 
| they proceeded to the denying of his Sati faction, from 
che denial of his proper Satisfaction, they went on to the 
denying of the Divinity of his Perſon. And that Man's 
Charity is exceſſive, that will allow to ſuch Blaſphemers 
of the Son of God, the Name of Chriſtians. Let not 
then the Zeal of any for ſo fundamental a point of Truth, 
as that is of the Juſtification of a Sinner by Faith in 
Chrift, be Gargod with folly. It is good to be always 
zealouſly affected in a good Thing; and this is the beſt 
of Things. 5 mw ns 
Alt is undoubted, That there is a Myſtery in this 
Matter of Juſtification. As it is God's Act, it is an 
Act of Free- Grace and deep Wiſdom. Herein Juſtice 
and Mercy kiſs one another in ſaving the Sinner. Here 
appears God- Man, with the Righteouſneſs of God, and 
| this applied and imputed to ſinful Men; here Mans Sin 
and Miſery, are the field in which the Riches of God's 
Grace in Ckritt are diſplay d. Here the Sinner is made 
Righteous by the Righteouſneſs of another, and obtains 
Juffification through this Righteouſneſs, though he pays 
and gives nothing for it; God declares him Righteous, 
or juſtifies him freely, and yet he is well paid for it by 
the Redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom, iii. 24s 
25 66: It is an Act of Juſtice and Mercy both, when 


d juſtifies a Believer on Jeſus Chriſt. And muſt 


there not then be « great Myſtery in it? Ie not every 
Believer daily admiring the depth of this way of Cod? 
This Myſtery is uſually, rather darkned, than jHuſtrated, 
Iby Togical rm uſed in the handling of it. 8 4 only | 
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Defence that good and Icamed Men have for the uſo of 


them, is (and it hath great weight) that the craft of Ad- 
verſaries doth conſtrain them to uſe ſuch Terms to find, 
them out, or hedge them in. Tis certain that this My-, 
ſtery is as plainly revealed in the VVord, as the Holy; 
Ghoſt thought fit to do in teaching the Heirs of this 
Grace; and it were well if Men did contain themſelves 1 
within theſe Bounds. | 003 
3. It is certain, That this Doctrine of Juſtificationprope- , 
ſed in the Word, hath Been very differently underſtood and 


- 


exprefed by men, that profeſs that God's Word is the only | 


* * 


Rule of their Thoughts and Words about the things of the 


Spirit of Ood. It hath been, and will be fill a Stone of 


Stumbling, as our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf was, and is, | 


"ROM: 18- 32, 33, i Per. ii. 3, 8. | 
4. That whatever Variety and Differences there be in | 
Mens Notions and Opinions (and there is a great deal) j 


4 
5 


about Juſtification, they are all certainly reducible. 70 | 


| to be renounced, if he will not venture on Chriſt's Right: 


A 
? 


 Reghteouſneſs, do comprehend all the Pleas of Men to 


And deſtructive one of another in Juſtification : If a Many | 
| ; wag to his 002 Righteouſneſs, he rejects Chriſt 's, 1 | 


' . F2w0, one of which is every Man's Opinion; and they 


are, That the Juſtification of a Sinner before God, is 
either on the Account of a Righteouſneſs in and of our 
ſelves, or on the Account of a Righteouſneſs in another, 
even Jeſus Chriſt, who is Jehopab our Reghteouſneſs.: 
Law and Goſpel, Faith and Works, Chriſt's R ighteouſ-} 
neſs and our own, Grace and Debt, do equally divide all 
in this Matter. Crafty Men may endeavour to blend and 
mix theſe Things together in Juſtification 3 but it is a 
vain Attempt. Is it not only moſt expreſly rejected in 
the Goſpel, which peremptorily determines the Contra- 


o 


riety, Inconſiſtency, and Incompatibility, betwixt theſe | # 


— 


1 
— 
Re * 


5 oy, But the Nature of Things in themſelves, and the 


enſe and Conſcience of every ſerious Perſon, doth wit- $ 


neſs to the ſame, that our oN. Righteouſneſs and Chriſt's, 


uſtification (one or other of them, every Man in the, 
World ſtands upon z) and that they are inconſiſtent with, 


e truſts to Chriſt's Righreouſneſs, he reſedts his On 
If he will not reject his own Righteouſneſs, as tos g 


22 as af ſufficient alone to bear him out, an 
bring him ſafe off at God's Bar, he is in both a convie 


10 80 CER 2 Fry be, <a 4 
R L — MAT 
* - — - WV — TN CN ——ñ 20 2 _ 
2 4 a * : 2 a 
= * # 2 1 


31 
7 
50 


ted Unbelieyer. And if he endeavopr to patch up a 
| Ripliteouſneſs before God, made up of both, he is (til) 
under the Law, and a Deſpiſer of Goſpel- Grace, Gal. il. 
21. That Righteouſneſs that juſtifies a Sinner, conſiſts 
In aliquo indiviſibili, and this every Man finds when 
the Caſe is his own, and he ſerious about it. 
35. Theſe different Sentiments about Juſtification have 
been at allZ;mes managedwith a ſpecial Acrimony. They 
that are for the Righteouſneſs of God by Faith in Jeſus 
"Chriſt, look upon it as the only Foundation of all their 
Hopes for Eternity, and therefore cannot but be zealous 
for it. And the contrary Side are as hot for their own 
"Righteouſneſs, the moſt admired and adored. Diana of 
proud Mankind, as if it were an Image fallen down from 
Fußpiter, when it is indeed that Idol that was caſt out of 
Heaven with the Dez; and which he hath ever ſince 
been ſo diligent to ſet up before ſinful Men to be wor- 
' ſhip d,- that he might bring them into the ſame Condem- 
nation with himſelf; and by true Sim, and falſe Reghte- 
"enſneſs he hath deceived the whole World, Rev. xii: 9. 
6. As the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in the Scriptures, is the 
-fupreme' and ii fallille Fudge and Determiner of all 
«Truth; fo where he doth particularly, and on Pur- 
- Poſe deliver any Truth, there we are ſpecially to attend 
and learn. And tho' in moſt points of Truth, he uſually 
teacheth us By a bare Authoritative Narration, vet in ſome 
"Ports, which his Iagnite Wiſdom foreſaw ſpecial Op- 
poſition to, he doth not only declare, but debate aud 
' determine the Truth. And the aſtances are two e- 
Jpecially: One is about e Divinty of Chriſt's Perſon 
and Dignity of his Prieſthocd, reaſoned, argued, and 
determined in the Epiſtlèe to the Hebrews. The other 
is about Juſti cation by Faith, exactly handled in 
the Epiſtles to tbe Romans, and to the Galatiang. In-. 
the former of theſe two, the Doctrine of free Fuſlaficart 3 
n is taught us moſt formally, and accurately. An 
tho we find no Charge againſt that Church in Part 8 
Time, or in his Epiſtle, fer their departing from the 
Truth in this Point, yet the Wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt 


is remarkable in this, That this Doctrine ſhould be ſo 
plainly aſſerted, and ſtrongly proved in an Hpiſtle to 
that Church, the pretended Succeſſors whereof have 
eK „ 10 2 97 $6350 5 Pager 8 Aa) IN b Eo Apo 
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all Places, where the Goſpel hath ſhined ; and theſe 
pwWerere called Aniznomians. But how unjuſtly this hate 


1 f he Throne of Judgment, with the- precious MN” th 
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Aboſtatized from that Faith, and proved the main Af 
ferters of that damnable Error, of Juſtification by Works 
That to the Galatians is plainly written, to Cure a be 
un, and obviate a full r , from the purity of the 

_ Goſpel, in the Point of Juſtiſcation by Faith, without 
the Works of the Law. And from theſe 740 Ebiſtles 
if we be wiſe, we muſt learn the Truth of this Doctrine 
and expound all other Scriptures, in a harmony with: 
what is there ſo ſetly determined, asaa for ocontradi ctorio 
Laſtly, It is not to be denied, nor concealed, That on 
each Side, ſome have run into Extreams, which the 
generality do not own, but are uſually loaden with. The 
Papiſts run high for Juſtification by Works ; yet even 
ſome of them in the Council of Trent, diſcourſed very 
favourably of Fuſtzfication by Faith. The Arminzans 
have qualified a little the groſſneſs of the Popiſh Do 
Arine in this Article; And ſome ſince have eſſayed te 
N that of the Arminzans, and to plead the ſame 
Cauſe more finely. Again, ſome have run into the othet- 

| ee as appeared in Germany a little after the Re 
ormation; 3 ſome ſuch there have been always, and it 


ful Name is charged upon the Orthodox Preachers ane 
ſincere Believers of the Proteſtant Doctrine of Juſtificati 
on by Faith only, who keep the Goſpel-midſt betwix 
theſe two Rocks, is the Deſign of this Paper, to dif: 
cover. What we plead for, is in ſum, That Feſus Chriſt 
our Saviour ig the Fountain opened in the Houſe 7 
David, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs, wherein only Mer 
can be waſhedin Juſtification and Sanctification. And that. 
there is no other Fountain of Mans devifiag, nor of God? 
declaring, for waſhing a Sinner firſt, ſo as to make hin 
fit and meet to come to this, to waſh, and to be clean 
A s for inherent Holineſs, Is it not ſufficiently ſecure 
by the Spirit of Chriſt received by Faith, the certaii 
Spring and Cauſe of it, By the V Vord of God, the plaiy 
and perfect Rule of it, By the declared Neceſfity of i 
do all them that look to be ſaved, and to juſtifie the Sin 
cerity of a Mans Faith? Unleſs we bring it in to Juft! 
cation, and thereby make our own pitiful Holineſs fit o 


b of God. 
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Me an Examination of the new Divinity; yet to fill up 
Elittle Room, I would you Enes Bar hes Hebel, 
E Argument, that is ſo much boaſted of, and fo fre- 
ently 1nfifted on by them; as their Shield and Spear. 
Their Argument is this, That Chrift's Righteoufneſs is 
har legal Reghteouſneſs ; but our own is our evangelical 
Rez reowufaeſs ; that is, when a Sinner is charged with ' 
Nin ageinſt the Law of God, he may oppoſe Chrift's 
WRightcouſnefs as his legal Defence; but againſt the 
Charge of the Goſpel, eſpecially for Unbelief, he muſt 
produce his Faith as his Defence or Righteouſneſs, a- 
Rec: 8 
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Though I expect that a more able hand will under. 


VVith a great Deference to ſuch worthy Divines as 
have look don this as an Argument of VVeight, I hall 5 
n a few VVords, eſſay to manifeſt, that this is either 
| ne ſame in other odd VVords, that is common- 
y taught by us, or 4 Sophiſm, or a eparting from the 
Proteſtant Doctrine about Juſtification 
|” x. This Argument concerns not at all the Juſtification 
bf a Sinner before God. For this end, no more is need- 
ful, than to conſider, what this Charge is, againſt whom 
Fe is given, and by whom. The Charge is ſaid to be 
given in by God, and a Charge of Unbelief, or diſobey- 
5-the Goſpel. But againſt whom? Is it againſt a Be- 
lever or Unbeliever? And theſe two divide all Man- 
Kind. If it be againſt a Believer, it is a falſe Charge, 
knd can never be given in by the God of Truth. For 
the Believer is juſtified already by Faith, and as to this 
*harge he is innocent. And Innocence is Defence e- 
hough to 2 Man falſly charged, before a rs Jo * 
Is this Charge given us againſt an Unbeliever? VVe 
low it is a Righteous Charge. Ay, but fay they, 
Mi Chriſt's Righteouſneſs Jute a Man from this 
barge of Goſpel-Unbelicf. The Anſwer is plain, No, 
t will not, nor yet from any other Charge e 
either from Law or Goſpel; for he hath nothing to do 
vith Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, while an Unbeliever. What 
ben doth this arguing reprove? Is it, that no Mans 
aith in Chriſt's Righteouſneſs can be juſtified in its Sin- 
Werity before Men, and in a Mans own Conſcience, but 
T and by the Fruits of a true lively Faith ? * : 
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they have no Oppoſers, that I know of. Or is it, That 
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2 Man may have Chriſt's Righteouſneſs for his legal 
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the beſt of Be 


* a; 

' 3 
7 | < 
* 


times, Gen. xii, and 20. What ſhall we ſay to « Conſei- . 


Righteouſneſs, and yet be a Rebel to the Goſpel, and a 


Stranger to true Holineſs? Who ever affirmed it? Or 
is it, That this vp 5 agg is that, that a Man 
muft not only have (for that we grant) but alſo may 


venture to ſtand in, and to be found in before God, and _ 
to enter into Judgment with God upon, in his Claim to 


eternal Life? Then we muſt oppoſe them that think 


fo, as we know their own Conſciences will, when in any 


lively Exerciſe. Theſe plain Principles of Goſpel- 
Truth, while they remain (and remain they will on 
their own Foundation, when we are all in our Graves, 
and our fooliſh Contentions are buried) do overthrow 
this pretended Charge. 1. That Chriſt's Righteouſneſs 
1s the only Plea and Anſwer of a Sinner arraigned at 
God's Bar for Life and Death. 2. This Righteouſneſs 
Is imputed to no Man but a Believer. 3. V Vhen it is 
imputed by Grace, and applied by Faith, it immediate- 


1 0 and eternally becomes the Mans Righteonſneſs, be- 
fore o e Men and Devils, Rom. viii. 33, 35. 

38, 39. It is a Rig | 

taken away, never ineffectual, anſwereth all Charges, 


ighteouſne ſs, that is never loft, never 


and is attended with all Graces. - 5 
2. I would ask, What is that Righteouſneſs that juſ- 


tifies a Man from the Sin of Unbelief? We have rejec- 


ted the 7maginary Charge, let us now conſider the real 


Sin. Unbelief is the greateſt Sin againſt both Law-and 
| Goſpel: More remotely againſt the Law, which binds 


all Men to believe God ſpeaking, ſay what he will; 
more directly againſt the Goſpel, which tells us what we 
ſhould believe, and commands us to believe. Let as 


5 put this Caſe (and it is pity the Caſe is ſo rare, when 


the Sin is ſo common) that a poor Soul is troubled about 
the Greatneſs of the Sin of Unbelief, in calling God n 
Lyar, 1 John v. 10. in- diſtruſting his faithful Promiſe, 
in doubting Chriſt's Ability and Good- will to fave, in 


— ſtanding aloof fo long from Jeſus Chriſt, as many of the 
Elect are long in a State of Unbelief till called; and 
lievers have Unbelief in ſome Meaſure in 


them, Mark ix. 24. Abraham's Faith ſtagger d ſome- 


ence 


ow. our. e 


55 and would free 
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me © againft chat of Unholineſi, and 1 Per i as. 1 85 
5 3, 

| they wean only, . that theſe Things ars Juſti 
hs of true Faith, and of hg Side le 
of God in B85. VVe 15 agree to the Meaning, ab pf 
Cc. I -diflike the Ex Expre: ions 48 ubſcrip tural a A 
„ tcending to the aiſhonoari ing of the cRightcounos of Chriſt, 
And to run Men on the Rocks of 
54, veſo, chat natural Corruption drives all Men upon. , But 

if they mean, that either jointly or ſeparately, they ate 

. our Righteoufneſ before God, or that 75 ſeparate from, 
8 1 dot mix d with Chriſt's Rig ecoultieſs,”t they may be. made 
2 . Dur Claim and Plea for Wation, I muſt. lay, that it i is 
dangerous Doctrine, and, its its 5 Tendency is to turn 
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willy Set I the {alia © Peace of Believers; and to. exclude 
- _ ..Golp J. uſtification out of this World, and reſetve 1 it to 
another, and that with a borrible Uncertainty, of an) par- . 
ticular Man's pa A of. i it. But theſe bleſſed Truths 
of God, and Ble ſings. Believers, ſtand on firmer oun-- 
dations than Heaven or Earth, and will continue fixet | 

SUSE all the Attempts of the Gateß of Hell. een 

Tp. 7 be the Rock, Chriſt, on which all is built; 'bleffebe x 

i | {be Covenant, ordered in all Thmgs"and file's 
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in I Gabel righteouſneſs. againſt the: Charge of e If > 


_"Chrift's imputed- Ri ighteou ne out of the Chiurch, to 


angerous, | 
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